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This is to certify that Mr/Ms MALLIKARJUNAPPA  THATHAIAH (PAN: 
ADYPT4728P) has paid taxes for the Assessment Year 2019-20 and filed the
Income Tax return. We appreciate the taxpayer, in the 'Bronze' category in
recognition, of the contribution towards building this great Nation.
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Dr. S. Mallikarjuna Babu 

Scientist 'C'

No: DST/INSPIRE Fellowship/[IF160622]

GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

MINISTRY OF SCIENCE and TECHNOLOGY

Department of Science and Technology

Technology Bhawan, New Mehrauli Road

New Delhi-110016

Date: 9 August, 2017

Subject: Award of INSPIRE Fellowship to the Research Students [IF160622]

Dear Minu M Nair,

The Government of India has launched a unique Scheme "Innovation in Science Pursuit for Inspired Research (INSPIRE)" with several components. INSPIRE

Fellowship provides fellowship in Basic and Applied Sciences. I am pleased to inform you  that you have been Selected for the award of INSPIRE Fellowship to hostthe same

 at the University/Institute/College/National Laboratory as  indicated in the application form of your subsequent admission. 

The value of the Fellowship will be at Par with the Junior Research Fellowship (JRF)/ Senior Research Fellowship (SRF) of Government of India along with a Contingency

grant. The Fellowship shall be available to you from INSPIRE Fellowship Effective Date (which will be communicated through 1st  Sanction Order) for a period of five years or

completion of your doctoral (PhD) program, whichever is earlier.

If you are willing to join or switching over from earlier fellowship to INSPIRE Fellowship, you will require to upload the scan copy of Joining-cum-Acceptance Letter (JCA)

(available at http://inspire-dst.gov.in/JoiningReport.pdf, and  at template  in your online dashboard), and also submit Bank details of your Host Institute along with the scan

copy of cancelled blank cheque of given account details within one month from the date of this letter, in your online portal only, for taking necessary actions at INSPIRE

Program Secretariat for releasing of your fellowship amount. Please also note that in the JCA Letter  the Host Institution, Research Supervisor and Research Topic shall not

be change or modification from initially submitted documents/ information for Final Offer.The Terms & Conditions for implementation of INSPIRE Fellowship are enclosed

herewith.

Docuents submitted in any other modes like email attachment or by post or in-person shall not be acceptable.

In the event of your having being found ineligible at any state in future for the award/eligibility for INSPIRE Fellowship due to any reason(including unintentional computer error

or printer's devil etc) this offer will be deemed withdrawn.

Dr. S. Mallikarjuna Babu

Scientist 'C'

Minu M Nair

C/O        : Manoj Kumar T R

Address : Minnaram, Pavithreswaram (P.O), Puthur, Kollam

City        : Kollam

State/UT: KERALA - 691507

This is a Computer Generated Offer Letter, No Signature is required

Date: 9 August, 2017

GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS

Dear Minu M Nair,

Please note that these documents are necessary to upload within one month from the date of this letter at INSPIRE Online

Webportal only  for financial release after final selection

Joining-cum-Acceptance (JCA) Letter for INSPIRE Fellowship (template available in your dashboard in online portal))1.

Relieving Order from previous Fellowship/Job (if availing).2.

Copy of Cancelled Blank Cheque of the Host University/ College/ Institute Account for transferring the fund (Account should be registered

in Public Financial Management System: https://pfms.nic.in).

3.

PFMS registration certificate, or Unique Agency Code in case of University/College/Institute is newly registered in Public Financial

Management System.

4.

Since the fund would be transferred under Science & Technology Institutional and Human Capacity Building (1817), Hence bank account

number of Host University/College/Institute should be registered under this scheme in PFMS.

5.

Please note that these documents are necessary to upload within one month from the date of this letter at INSPIRE Online

Webportal only, otherwise it will be treated as the candidate has not intrested in accepting the INSPIRE Fellowship.

6.

Thanking you,

https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=9&sqi=2&ved=0ahUKEwj958vvu8TLAhUCJqYKHeeaA5wQFggxMAg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fassam.gov.in%2Fweb%2Ffinance%2Fpfms%2F-%2Fasset_publisher%2F8yRRI3xnMPCa%2Fdocument%2Fid%2F1646520&usg=AFQjCNEW_p_NTHraf4cRo8X3dd4JjbuUlg&bvm=bv.116954456,d.dGY
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=9&sqi=2&ved=0ahUKEwj958vvu8TLAhUCJqYKHeeaA5wQFggxMAg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fassam.gov.in%2Fweb%2Ffinance%2Fpfms%2F-%2Fasset_publisher%2F8yRRI3xnMPCa%2Fdocument%2Fid%2F1646520&usg=AFQjCNEW_p_NTHraf4cRo8X3dd4JjbuUlg&bvm=bv.116954456,d.dGY
https://www.google.co.in/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=9&sqi=2&ved=0ahUKEwj958vvu8TLAhUCJqYKHeeaA5wQFggxMAg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fassam.gov.in%2Fweb%2Ffinance%2Fpfms%2F-%2Fasset_publisher%2F8yRRI3xnMPCa%2Fdocument%2Fid%2F1646520&usg=AFQjCNEW_p_NTHraf4cRo8X3dd4JjbuUlg&bvm=bv.116954456,d.dGY
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INSPIRE Fellowship Guidelines (April 2016)

In suppression of previous guidelines, this new guideline will now be effected from April 2016 for all INSPIRE Fellows

Mode of application: Online

Selection Process:

Two-tier selection process i.e. screening of eligible applications by an Internal Committee, followed by final selection through an Expert Committee shall be used. However,

the selection process will be expected to complete within 6 months from the last date of submission of application at the DST and the result of the selection process will be

communicated to individual selected candidate through online webportal (www.online-inspire.gov.in) only. No hardcopy of the Offer Letter (Provisional & Final) shall be sent to

the candidate by any other modes.  

Eligibility:

INSPIRE Scholar having secured minimum 65% marks in aggregate or equivalent CGPA at MSc or Integrated MS/ MSc course.•

1st Rank Holders at University Level Examination (not at Autonomous College Level examination) of overall full time post-graduate program in science, engineering

/technology / agriculture / pharmacy / other applied science streams and undergraduate in Medicine i.e. MBBS. However, University shall consider providing 1st Rank to a

student having a minimum batch size of 10 students in that University level examination with minimum aggregate of 60% marks of the entire course/ program. Toppers in any

subject specialization in post-graduation 2nd year are not eligible.  However, merely fulfilling the eligibility criteria for the INSPIRE Fellowship will not guarantee for the final

offer of fellowship. Expert Committee will finally take decision on selections based on the academic merit, research proposal, host institution etc. submitted by the candidate.

•

Terms and Conditions:

1. General

This Fellowship shall be available only for pursuing full-time PhD program in any recognized University / Institution/ R&D Laboratory/ in the country.•

The Junior Research Fellow (JRF) or Senior Research Fellow (SRF) under this scheme shall be termed as 'INSPIRE Fellow'.•

The Fellowship shall be governed through the Office Memorandum of this Ministry of Number A.20020/11/97-IFD dated 6th August 2007, 31st March 2010 and 21st October

2014 [No. SR/S9/Z-09/2012] shall be liable to be revised from time to time as per Government Order. However, the HRA to the Fellows shall also be applicable as per GoI

norms i.e. 30% or 20% or 10%, depending upon the location of the Host Institution.

•

The Fellowship shall be tenable for a maximum period of five years or completion of the PhD program (i.e. till the final defend of the PhD Thesis), whichever is earlier.•

2. Issuing of Fellowship Offer:

Availing multiple (more than one) fellowships concurrently from different sources will not be allowed.•

In case of availing any fellowship prior to INSPIRE Fellowship, the Effective Date of availing INSPIRE Fellowship would be as under: •

Fresh applicants who have already taken admission into PhD course prior to submission of application, the date of acceptance or joining or switching over from any other

fellowship to INSPIRE Fellowship will be the Effective Date. However, in any case the Effective Date would not earlier than the date of application received at the DST. 

•

Applicant who will be placed under “Provisional Selection” category during the selection process and subsequently issued “Final Offer” by gaining admission into PhD, “the

date of issuing Final Offer” will be the “Effective Date” for the INSPIRE Fellowship. However, in case the Candidate already enjoying some other fellowship and resigns to join

in to INSPIRE Fellowship, the “Effective Date” would only after the date of resignation. In no case the candidate would be allowed to resign from other fellowship before date

of Final Offer of INSPIRE Fellowship.  For Final selection under INSPIRE Fellowship, the admission into PhD program is necessary.

•

Upon Final Selection under INSPIRE Fellowship, the Fellow or the Host-Institution / University shall require to inform DST (by uploading in online portal) about the 'date of

joining' of the INSPIRE Fellow in that Institution / University in the Format of Joining- cum-Acceptance Letter, provided by the DST-INSPIRE Program Division within one

month of date of issuing the final offer, failing which, his/her Final Offer will be liable for cancellation and no further correspondence will be entertained in this matter.

•

3. Change of Host Institute:

Since the final selection to offer INSPIRE Fellowship has the weight-age on Research Proposal and type of Host Institute, Fellows are advised to firm up carefully both

Research Proposal and Host Institute before uploading such documents to the Webportal. Once the Final Offer is made by DST-INSPIRE based on these, the INSPIRE

Fellow shall not be allowed for transferring the Fellowship to any other University/ Institute / Laboratory in the country or change of Research Proposal during 5 years of

Fellowship tenure in any situation, except in a very extra-ordinary circumstances like dislocation due to marriage (for a female candidate), death of present Research

Supervisor, proven case of sexual harassment etc., Even in such cases, the new Research Proposal and new Host Institute need to be evaluated again for consideration of

any change and the outcome of evaluation by the Expert Member shall be accepted to the Fellow. In no other reason, such request for change of Research Proposal or Host

Institute would be accepted from any Fellow. In case change is acceptable due to any of the reasons above, the Fellow must seek prior permission from DST-INSPIRE

Program Division for such change of Host Institution by submitting following documents:

•

i.No Objection Certificates (NOCs) from both Host Institutes and Research Supervisors,

ii.Detailed Justifications for changing / shifting of Host Institute for implementation of Fellowship,

iii.Area of PhD works with an up to date technical Progress Report,

iv.CV of the Research Supervisor at the new Host Institute,

v.Up to date Financial Statement from the old Host Institute (in case the fellowship amount has been released to Fellow).

However, shifting/ change of Host Institute  or Research Proposal without prior written permission from DST-INSPIRE may be called for termination of the INSPIRE

Fellowship. In case a fellow does this on his/ her own without prior permission/ approval, DST-INSPIRE shall not be liable for continuation of his/her INSPIRE Fellowship.

Moreover, such shifting/ change of Host Institute may be allowed only one time in 5 years of Fellowship tenure and that too within one year from “Effective Date” of Fellowship

at that Host Institute.

4. Short Term Research Internship:

INSPIRE Fellow shall be allowed for availing short-term Research Internship activities at any national or international Laboratory/ University/ Institute up to a maximum period

of 18 months either in one or multiple slots during 5 years of Fellowship tenure. This research internship would either be arranged by DST or by the individual Fellow and, the

Fellow shall be required to obtain prior permission from DST-INSPIRE along with recommendation of PhD Research Supervisor as well as confirmation from Research

Internship provider for obtaining prior permission. In the event that the Fellow receives full financial support of the overseas institution, the INSPIRE Fellowship for the period

of Overseas stay will not be remitted.

•

Upon availing the Research Internship the Fellow must submit his/her Internship Report as well as Joining Report to Host Institution, with intimation to DST. •

Positioning under HOPE and Newton Bhabha shall be dealt in separate call. However, in case of availing Newton-Bhabha Internship offered by any other agency other than

the DST, the Fellow shall require to obtain written permission from DST-INSPIRE before departure, otherwise it will be treated as absent from the PhD works and fellowship

amount shall be stopped during that period.

•

5. Release of Fellowship amount:

The fund with respect to INSPIRE Fellow(s) shall be made available with the Host institution by the Department of Science & Technology, New Delhi for payment of the

Fellowship along with Contingency Grant to the Fellow(s) following Government of India and Institute / University norms. In such case, Host institute require to register in

PFMS (Public Finance Management System: https://pfms.nic.in) and needs to provide unique agency code and details of authorized account of head of institute, to DST.

•

While to continue release of fellowship in subsequent years, the Host-Institute or the concerned fellow shall submit the financial year-wise Statement of Expenditure &

Utilization Certificate (through online portal: www.online-inspire.gov.in) for each INSPIRE Fellow attached to them, the INSPIRE Fellow will be required to submit Progress

Report every year duly authenticated by their concerned PhD supervisor.

•

To consider of releasing fellowship to an ongoing Fellow, the amount of unspent balance on account of Fellowship including HRA shall be less than Rs 40,000. If availability

of unspent balance is mainly due to HRA, it will require to utilize this amount towards payment of fellowship to the Fellow concern before uploading such documents to

webportal.

•

6. Up gradation from JRF to SRF:

http://www.online-inspire.gov.in/
https://pfms.nic.in/
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This is computer generated document and does not require any signature. Incase of any discrepancy please contact Program Division.

The entry level position of the Fellow in the Scheme shall be only as `Junior Research Fellow (JRF)’.•

The up-gradation of Fellowship i.e. Junior Research Fellowship (JRF) to Senior Research Fellowship (SRF) would normally be considered after two (2) years as JRF counted

from “Effective Date” as JRF. This will be done through performance assessment on the progress made in the PhD program. However, this performance assessment can

also be conducted at any time after completion of one year at JRF level upon publication of at least one paper (1st Authorship) in any peer-reviewed SCI indexed

journalwithin one yearby the INSPIRE Fellow out of the PhD work done at that Host Institute.

•

For up-gradation of Fellowship status, a three (3) Members Assessment Committee needs to be constituted by the Host Institute’s Vice-Chancellor of the University or

Director of the Institute to assess the progress of concerned INSPIRE Fellow.

•

The composition of said Committee would be one Member (drawn from the list of Chair-Persons & Expert Members available at the INSPIRE Website: www.inspire-

dst.gov.in/List_of_Chairpersons_Members.pdf, depending upon local needs) besides the Research Supervisor of the concerned INSPIRE Fellow and one Internal Faculty as

Member of the Committee.

•

Choice of external Expert member within the same Host Institute should be totally avoided in this Assessment Committee. The assessment shall be carried out by the Host

Institute/ University as per above process and upon assessment, the Fellow shall be required to upload the `Assessment Report’ of the Committee in the format of DST of the

concerned Fellow, in online portal of DST-INSPIRE for further actions.

•

In case performance of any JRF is assessed within one year of the “Effective Date” by virtue 1st Authorship publication, the Fellow must upload the copy of at least one

claimed publication along with Assessment Report. Otherwise such assessment shall be treated as invalid.

•

The expenditure related to such assessment shall not be borne by DSTINSPIRE.•

In case any other guidance needed for appointing Expert Member for the process, DST can be contacted for the same.•

Generally, up-gradation of JRF to SRF would be effected as per above norms, however, in case assessment is delayed beyond the 2 years for any reasons, the assessment

date/ Date of communication of Assessment Report would be considered as ‘SRF Effective date’.

•

7. Completion of Fellowship Tenure and Award of PhD degree:

On completion of the tenure of Fellowship, the INSPIRE Fellow shall be required to provide the copy of the awarding of PhD degree certificate along with soft copy of thesis

and the complete financial documents (SE, UC) to final settlement of the fellow. However, the unspent balance shall be sent by means of demand draft in favor of “DST-

INSPIRE Program” payable at New Delhi or through ECS at the A/c No. 32921719272” (IFSC Code: SBIN0000691) in the of State Bank of India, New Delhi sanctioned and

released up to 31st March 2015. However, the Fellow who has received any support either as new or continuity of fellowship in the FY 2015-16 (i.e. from 1st April 2015) and

onward, the Demand Draft shall be made in the favor of “DDO, DST, New Delhi” 

•

INSPIRE Fellows must settle their claims within one year of leaving the Fellowship. No claim will be admitted by DST after one year of leaving the Fellowship.•

8. TERMINATION OR DISCONTINUATION of INSPIRE Fellowship shall occur at the following events:

Upon successful viva-voce of awarding PhD degree or completion of 5year Fellowship’s tenure, whichever is earlier,•

Resignation from the Fellowship before awarding PhD degree and acceptance of resignation by DST based on the Research Supervisor’s recommendation,•

Migration of Fellow to another Institution from present Host Institution without prior approval from DST,•

Failed to gain admission into PhD within 365 days after issuing Provisional Offer,•

Non-Acceptance of Final Offer within 30 days from the date of Final Offer issued•

In case, any of the previous admission(s) by the Fellow is/are found wrong and the Fellow found ineligible in future for any reason(s) (including any unintentional Computer

error or Printer’s devil etc.)

•

9. Duties of INSPIRE Fellow:

Keep update DST always about your progress in Research or any other disciplinary action taken at University.•

The INSPIRE Fellow is not to take any assignment other than related to his/her approved research program, paid or unpaid. However, if required, the fellow may assist the

host institute in its academic work/other activities, as per guidelines of its PhD program, provided such assignments should not hamper the progress of research work of the

fellow. This has to be governed by host institution.

•

Once INSPIRE Fellow accepts the Fellowship and joined, he should complete the research for the normal tenure of the fellowship or for such lesser duration in which the

original objectives of the research problem have been achieved.

•

INSPIRE Fellow should inform about his discontinuation within one week of date of discontinuation through online portal and upload all required documents in portal. Failing

to do so will reflect into settlement of the case.

•

The INSPIRE Fellow shall keep DST informed about his/her getting the PhD degree, submission of thesis for Ph.D., etc. and submission/ acceptance/ publication of any

research paper arising out of the research work done during the tenure of the fellowship. He/ She must acknowledge the support of DST in the publication(s). One copy each

of all the research papers published must be sent to DST at each stage of publication/ manuscript/reprint.

•

********













 

GRADUATE SCHOOL 
Office of Postdoctoral Education 

 
171 Shelby Biomedical Research Building  |  1700 University Boulevard 

Mailing Address: 
SHEL 171  |  1720 2ND AVE SOUTH  |  BIRMINGHAM AL 35294-2182 

phone: 205.975.7020  |  fax: 205.996.6749 
www.uab.edu/postdocs 

January 26, 2021 
 
RE: Bandi Dhana Sekhar Reddy, Ph.D. 

Appointment as a Postdoctoral Scholar Employee (Category 21) 
 
 
Dear Dr. Sekhar Reddy: 
 
We are pleased to offer you an appointment as a postdoctoral scholar in the UAB School of 
Medicine, Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Genetics reporting to Dr. Narendra 
Wajapeyee. Pending satisfactory performance, your appointment is for one year: 04/15/2021 �± 
04/14/2022. This position is renewable for up to three (3) years.  If you are reappointed, you will 
receive written notification, relevant information regarding the position, and a copy of applicable 
policies and procedures.  Your fellowship award amount will be $48,476. As a postdoctoral 
scholar at UAB, you will receive subsidized health insurance, vision and dental insurances, and 
the opportunity to contribute to TIAA-CREF, which UAB will match up to 5%; additional benefits 
include paid sick, vacation, and maternity/paternity leave as described on the UAB Office of 
Postdoctoral Education (OPE) website (www.uab.edu/postdocs). 
 
Within the first 30 days of your appointment start date, 04/15/2021, you and your mentor are 
required to draft an individual development plan (IDP) together.  The IDP will state research 
project and   describe your career goals and objectives. A copy must be forwarded to the OPE for 
documentation. Three (3) months following the drafting of your IDP, you will meet with your mentor 
to formally review your progress regarding your research training. If your mentor determines that 
you require remediation and/or additional training in order to successfully perform your research 
project, you will undergo a three (3) month probationary period.  Following the probationary period 
or at any other time thereafter prior to your appointment end date, if research performance does 
not improve and/or if there is a lack of research progress as defined in the IDP, the appointment 
�P�D�\���E�H���W�H�U�P�L�Q�D�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���R�Q�H���P�R�Q�W�K�¶�V���Q�R�W�L�F�H�������3�O�H�D�V�H���Q�R�W�H�����S�H�U���W�K�H��UAB Attendance Policy, three 
(3) consecutive, repeated absences without approval from your mentor at any time during your 
appointment may initiate the termination process. Further, if termination is based upon either 
academic or non-academic misconduct, advance notice of termination may be waived.  In any 
case of possible early termination, the case must be discussed with the Senior Associate Dean 
for Graduate and Postdoctoral Affairs prior to termination. 
 
A postdoctoral scholar position is a time-limited appointment; the primary purpose of which is to 
provide training in research.  As a postdoctoral scholar, you will be engaged in activities that will 
include, but may not be limited to: 

�x Completion of ethics-related training 
�x Writing and submitting first-authored manuscripts 
�x Attending research-related seminars, journal clubs, and national meetings 
�x The research area will be breast cancer research and liver cancer research. 

 
Please note that the University of Alabama at Birmingham conducts a review of the Office of the 
Inspector General (OIG) and the General Services Administration (GSA) exclusions lists to 

http://www.uab.edu/postdocs
https://www.uab.edu/postdocs/images/IDP_template.doc
https://www.uab.edu/policies/content/Pages/UAB-HR-POL-0000242.aspx
http://www.uab.edu/postdocs
https://www.uab.edu/postdocs/images/IDP_template.doc
https://www.uab.edu/policies/content/Pages/UAB-HR-POL-0000242.aspx


 

GRADUATE SCHOOL 
Office of Postdoctoral Education 

 
171 Shelby Biomedical Research Building  |  1700 University Boulevard 

Mailing Address: 
SHEL 171  |  1720 2ND AVE SOUTH  |  BIRMINGHAM AL 35294-2182 

phone: 205.975.7020  |  fax: 205.996.6749 
www.uab.edu/postdocs 

establish eligibility for each Postdoctoral Scholar to receive federal funding. These databases are 
maintained by the federal Government to identify individuals who are excluded from participating 
in payments by Federal programs or contracts.  
 
Additionally, the university conducts pre-employment background investigations on all new 
employees, including postdoctoral scholars.  The review includes a criminal history background 
check, degree (education) verification and employment history verification. You will receive 
information electronically requesting your consent to allow the university to conduct this 
investigation.  In the event that the background check has not been completed at the time your 
appointment begins, your appointment will be conditioned upon receipt of a background check 
report that is acceptable to the university. Before a final decision is made to rescind an 
appointment because of a background check result, you will receive a copy of the background 
check report and will have an opportunity to provide explanatory information. 
 
Further, as a Postdoctoral Scholar at UAB, you will be subject to the applicable policies and 
procedures of UAB and the Board of Trustees of the University of Alabama. Specifically, UAB has 
developed and implemented policies, procedures, and processes for collecting information on 
financial interests, reviewing disclosed information in relation to institutional responsibilities, and 
managing any actual, potential or perceived conflicts of interest involved. As such, you are asked 
to complete a conflict of interest form, which can be accessed here: Financial Interest Disclosure 
Process, upon your arrival at UAB. Any questions or concerns you may have regarding your offer 
or University policies and procedures may be directed to your faculty supervisor or to The Office 
of Postdoctoral Education.  Please note that fringe benefits and personnel policies are subject to 
change as deemed necessary by the University.   
 
When you arrive at UAB, please also create a UAB PROFILES account. The UAB PROFILES 
account requests and stores information needed for UAB and governmental record-keeping. We 
especially need your UAB campus e-mail address to enable the OPE to contact you regarding 
opportunities available to enhance your training while at UAB. Our intent is to help you make your 
Postdoctoral experience as productive and rewarding as it can be. 
 
Details about benefits will be explained to you in detail during the UAB New Employee Orientation 
or by scheduling an appointment with the Benefits Office (205-934-3458). You can also find more 
information here: uab.edu/benefits.  A representative of your department is responsible for 
scheduling a date for your UAB New Employee Orientation. Please note that you have 31 days 
from your starting date to enroll in coverage or you will not have another opportuni ty for 
�H�Q�U�R�O�O�P�H�Q�W���X�Q�W�L�O�� �³�2�S�H�Q�� �(�Q�U�R�O�O�P�H�Q�W�´�� �S�H�U�L�R�G�� �X�V�X�D�O�O�\�� �L�Q�� �2�F�W�R�E�H�U���Z�L�W�K�� �F�R�Y�H�U�D�J�H�� �W�R�� �E�H�J�L�Q�� �L�Q��
January .   
 
You also will be required to attend during your first year a Postdoc Orientation which will be 
scheduled at least twice a year. You will receive a notification of when and where the Orientation 
will be scheduled.  
 
At the conclusion of your postdoctoral appointment, you may be permitted to have a copy of the 
data you collected pending Dr. Wajapeyee�¶�V���D�S�S�U�R�Y�D�O�����K�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����W�K�H���R�U�L�J�L�Q�D�O���G�D�W�D���P�X�V�W���U�H�P�D�L�Q���L�Q��

��
�(
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the lab. As a reminder, you do not have the right to share the data or to present the data anywhere 
or to publish it without our permission from UAB. 
 
We are excited about the prospect of your joining the Department of Biochemistry and Molecular 
Genetics  as a Postdoctoral Scholar. We feel confident you will find that the research environment 
at UAB will provide ample opportunity for you to further your professional development.  
  
Nothing contained in this letter of notification or in your fellowship offer with UAB is intended to 
establish a contractual relationship with you or to alter, amend or modify in any way your at-will 
status at UAB.  
 
Please indicate your acceptance of this appointment within two weeks by signing below and 
returning a copy of this letter to the Office of Postdoctoral Education; a copy will be provided to 
the Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Genetics . Please understand that this offer of 
appointment is contingent upon our receipt of written confirmation that you have been awarded a 
terminal degree. Proof of your degree (in English) must be received in the Office of 
Postdoctoral Education before the appointment will be finalized.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
____________________ 
Lisa M Schwiebert, Ph.D. 
Senior Associate Dean for Graduate and Postdoctoral Affairs 
Office of Postdoctoral Education 
 
 
 
____________________ 
Narendra Wajapeyee, Ph.D.  
Professor/Vice Chairman 
Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Genetics 
 
 
I accept this appointment as a postdoctoral scholar in the Department of Biochemistry and 
Molecular Genetics, reporting to Dr. Wajapeyee. 

 
________________________      
Bandi Dhana Sekhar Reddy, Ph.D.      

 
 
 
 

Electronically signed by: Lisa
Schwiebert
Date: Jan 26, 2021 10:48 CST

Electronically signed by:
Narendra Wajapeyee
Date: Jan 26, 2021 11:05 CST

�(�D�Q�G�L���*�K�D�Q�D�V�H�N�K�D�U���8�H�G�G�\
Electronically signed by: Bandi
Dhanasekhar Reddy
Date: Jan 27, 2021 00:15 GMT+5.5
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January 26, 2021 
 
Dr. Narendra Wajapeyee 
Professor/Vice Chairman 
Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Genetics 
School of Medicine 
 
 
Dear Dr. Wajapeyee: 
 
We hope your recent offer to Dr. Reddy to fill your vacant postdoctoral position will be accepted.  
The Office of Postdoctoral Education (OPE) is here to facilitate this process, so please do not 
hesitate to contact us should questions arise.   Below we summarize some of the issues which 
are, in our experience, critical in making the relationship between you and the trainee successful 
and some basic information regarding the appointments we hope you will find useful.   
 

�x Postdoctoral appointments are for one (1) year, renewable yearly for up to a period of 
four years total.  If for any reason you do not intend to renew the appointment, then you 
must give notice to the Postdoctoral Scholar in writing three months before the 
end of the annual contract. 
 

�x We hope this will be a productive relationship for both you and the Postdoctoral Scholar.  
However, problems can arise and as with all staff and employees at UAB, the 
Postdoctoral appointments must conform to the following personnel regulations. 
Guidelines for assessment and monitoring the performance of Postdoctoral 
Scholars in all aspects of their position are defined in the You and UAB Handbook 
for Faculty and Staff.  In cases of dispute in research related aspects or in the 
application of terms and conditions of employment, the Postdoctoral Dispute Resolution 
will be applied.  This resolution can be found in the Postdoc Handbook on the Postdoc 
website at www.uab.edu/postdocs  

 
�x The offer letter included an overview of performance expectations, responsibilities and 

position requirements.  Within the first 30 days of your appointment, you are required to 
draft an individual development plan (IDP) together with your postdoc.  The IDP will state 
�H�[�S�H�F�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K���S�U�R�M�H�F�W���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V���G�H�V�F�U�L�E�H���W�K�H���S�R�V�W�G�R�F�¶�V���F�D�U�H�H�U���J�R�D�O�V���D�Q�G��
objectives; a copy must be forwarded to the OPE for documentation. Three months 
following the drafting of the IDP, you will meet with Dr. Sekhar Reddy to formally review 
progress with regard to the research training. If you determine that Dr. Sekhar Reddy 
requires remediation and/or additional training in order to successfully perform the 
research project, you may implement a three month probationary period. If research 
performance has not improved and/or if there is a lack of research progress as defined 

����
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in the IDP following the probationary period or at any other time thereafter prior to the 
appointment end date, the appointment may be terminated with one �P�R�Q�W�K�¶�V���Q�R�W�L�F�H���� 
 
Please note that, per the UAB Attendance Policy, three consecutive repeated absences 
without your approval at any time during the appointment may also initiate the 
termination process. Further, if termination is based upon either academic or non-
academic misconduct, advance notice of termination maybe waived. In any case of 
possible early termination, the case must be discussed with the Senior Associate Dean 
for Graduate and Postdoctoral Affairs prior to termination. It is imperative that you 
document any and all concerns. 

 
�x In April, 2005, Sigma Xi released the results of a survey questioning income, attitudes, 

and demographics of 7,600 postdoctoral scientists at 46 American research institutions.  
Postdocs in positions with the greatest amount of structure and feedback were more 
likely to report satisfaction in their positions, to give their mentors higher ratings, and to 
experience fewer conflicts with their advisors. See the highlights of the survey at Doctors 
without Orders: Highlights of the Sigma Xi Postdoc Survey. 
 

�x If you are new to the mentoring process or would like a refresher, you can find a wealth 
of information on the internet.  One resource is Making the Right Moves:  A Practical 
Guide to Scientific Management for Postdocs and New Faculty, Chapter 5, Burroughs 
Wellcome Fund, Howard Hughes Medical Institute, 2004. 

 
�x All Postdocs at UAB are members of the Postdoctoral Association.  This group, in 

conjunction with the OPE, provides courses and workshops to enhance the postdoctoral 
experience at UAB (please see attached).  Please encourage your postdoc to participate 
in these activities where appropriate.  All postdocs are required to attend an orientation 
workshop that will introduce them to the functioning of the main administrative offices at 
UAB including IACUC and IRB.  For future reference, when interviewing candidates for 
postdoc positions, members of the Postdoc Association will be happy to meet with your 
candidates to talk about postdoc life at UAB and the greater Birmingham community.  
You may contact Postdocs@uab.edu for the current contact for the Postdoctoral 
Association. 

 
�x Finally, we offer a series of training awards, including Career Enhancement Awards, that 

provide funds for postdocs to attend training opportunities and enhance the postdoc 
experience. Information about these awards is available on the OPE website at 
www.uab.edu/postdocs.  

 

mailto:Postdocs@uab.edu
mailto:Postdocs@uab.edu
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We all recognize what an important role Postdoctoral Scholars play in the research environment 
at UAB.  The OPE is here to help ensure that this is a rewarding experience for both the 
mentors and postdocs.   Please contact us if you have any suggestions or comments on this 
process or any other aspect of postdoctoral education at UAB.  
 
Please indicate your acknowledgement and acceptance of these conditions by signing below 
and returning this letter to your department, which will provide a copy to this office. 
 
Sincerely, 
  
 
_______________________                                                        
Lisa M. Schwiebert, PhD 
Senior Associate Dean for Graduate and Postdoctoral Affairs 
Office of Postdoctoral Education 
 
 
I acknowledge and accept these conditions as mentor to Bandi Dhana Sekhar Reddy as a UAB 
Postdoctoral Scholar. 
 
________________________ 
Narendra Wajapeyee, Ph.D. 
Professor/Vice Chairman 
Department of Biochemistry and Molecular Genetics 
 
 

Electronically signed by: Lisa
Schwiebert
Date: Jan 26, 2021 10:48 CST

Electronically signed by:
Narendra Wajapeyee
Date: Jan 26, 2021 11:05 CST
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Best Practices for the Mentor/Postdoc Relationship 

This document provides guiding principles to support the development of a positive relationship between a mentor and 
postdoctoral scholar (postdoc). The purpose of these guidelines is to promote a mutual understanding of expectations 
and to develop a communicative relationship between the mentor and postdoc from the beginning of training. A 
successful training experience requires commitment from both the mentor and from the postdoc.  

Expectations of a Mentor 

�” To understand that the postdoctoral educational period is devoted to advanced training intended for the
development of skills needed to promote the career of the postdoc.

�” To work with the postdoc to develop a mutually agreed upon research plan with well-defined expectations and
goals early in the training period. Evaluate regularly and develop a backup plan if first project is not successful.

�” To provide regular feedback on performance and to provide a formal evaluation at least annually.

�” To maintain a relationship with the postdoc that is based on trust and mutual respect. To cultivate a culture of
tolerance and to comply with all existing University policies, including the Equal Opportunity and Discriminatory
Harassment Policy, Title IX Sexual Violence and Sexual Misconduct Policy, Duty to Report and Non-retaliation
Policy, and other relevant policies.

�” To promote and comply with all ethical standards for conducting research, including all institutional, state, and
federal regulations as they relate to responsible conduct in research, privacy and human subjects research,
animal care and use, laboratory safety, authorship, peer-review guidelines, data reporting, ownership, and
sharing.

�” To ensure that confidential information is properly maintained and disposed of in a secure manner, as required
by FERPA and any other applicable federal or state law or University policy or procedure.

�” To provide the postdoc with guidance and mentoring and to seek the assistance of other faculty and
departmental/institutional resources when necessary.

�” To demonstrate a professional tone of communication and constructive criticism to the postdoc.

�” To provide a supportive training environment to facilitate the postdoc’s professional growth.

�” To assist the postdoc in submitting research for publication in a timely manner and to give appropriate credit to
the postdoc for work done.

�” To acknowledge the postdoc’s contribution to the development of any intellectual property as appropriate and
consistent with all applicable University policies.

�” To foster career development and to encourage and assist the postdoc to apply for appropriate fellowships and
awards that support the transition to independence.

�” To encourage and facilitate the interaction of the postdoc with fellow scientists both intra- and extra-murally,
including the postdoc’s attendance at professional meetings to network and present research findings.

�” To understand that there are multiple career options available for postdocs and to provide assistance in
exploring appropriate options, calling on other experts as appropriate.

Expectations of a Postdoc 

�” To understand that the postdoc has the primary responsibility for the development of their own career which
requires lifelong learning.

�” To develop with the mentor a mutually agreed upon research plan that includes well-defined goals and
timelines. Develop a backup plan if first project is not successful.

�” To seek regular feedback on their performance and career planning and ask for a written evaluation at least
annually.



�” To perform research activities conscientiously, to maintain complete and accurate research records, and to
catalog and maintain all tangible research materials that result from the research project.

�” To comply with all ethical standards, including all institutional, state, and federal regulations as they related to
responsible conduct in research, possible conflicts of interest, privacy and human subjects research, animal care
and use, laboratory safety, authorship, peer-review guidelines, data ownership, reporting, and sharing.

�” To show respect for and work collegially with faculty, students, staff, and other individuals with whom the
postdoc interacts.

�” To comply with all existing University policies, including the Equal Opportunity and Discriminatory Harassment
Policy, Title IX Sexual Violence and Sexual Misconduct Policy, Duty to Report and Non-retaliation Policy, and
other relevant policies.

�” To assume progressive responsibility and management of their research project(s) as it matures.

�” To demonstrate honest and professional communication with the mentor.

�” To have open and timely discussions with the mentor concerning the dissemination of research findings,
authorship and the distribution of research materials to third parties.

�” To work with the mentor to disseminate research results through regional/national presentations, peer
reviewed publications, etc. in a timely manner

�” To understand that the postdoc is ultimately responsible for their own career development.

�” With respect to data ownership, to understand that the original notebooks, digital files, and tangible research
materials belong to the institution and will remain in the lab when the postdoc finishes training, in accordance
with institutional policy.

�” To actively seek out opportunities outside the laboratory (e.g., professional development seminars and
workshops on oral communication, scientific writing, collaborative research, and teaching) to develop the full
set of professional skills necessary for success in the postdoc’s chosen career.

All mentors and postdocs are responsible for adhering to UAB’s academic policies, as published in Catalog of 
Graduate Programs (http://catalog.uab.edu/graduate/) 

Notice of Receipt 

The document above details best practices of conduct for both mentors and postdocs. Additional resources are available 
in the UAB Faculty Handbook and the Graduate Catalog. By signing below, the mentor and postdoc acknowledge receipt 
and understanding of the document above.  

Mentor Name, Printed 

Postdoc Name, Printed 

Mentor Name, Signed  Date 

Updated 02/14/2019 

Postdoc Name, Signed  Date 

These “best practices” are broad guidelines adapted from AAMC’s Compact Between Postdoctoral Appointees and Their Mentors. 

Electronically signed by:
Narendra Wajapeyee
Date: Jan 26, 2021 11:05
CST

�?�@�•�A�E�•�A�?�A�@�����-� �)���-���������%���+� �4� � 

�(�D�Q�G�L���*�K�D�Q�D�V�H�N�K�D�U���8�H�G�G�\

Electronically signed by: Bandi
Dhanasekhar Reddy
Date: Jan 27, 2021 00:15 GMT+5.5 �?�@�•�A�F�•�A�?�A�@�� ���)���$�����#���)���.� �&�#���-����� �����4
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DBT Research Associateship Program in Biotechnology and Life Sciences
Department of Molecular Reproduction, Development & Genetics
Biological Sciences Building, Ground F'loor. A Wing.
Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore 560012. India
Of'f Te I : 080 -229 3 2 4 62'. F,r nail : d hr rr. rn rd e,'(iit!.aqi n

Web:

Date: March 25,202I

Award Letter No. DBT-R N2021 I January/NE/862

Dear Dr. Madangchanok Imchen,

I am delighted to inform you that you have been selected for the Post of Research Associate-I funded by the
Department of Biotechnology, GOI, New Delhi, to work with Dr. Siddhardha Busi, Pondicherry University,
Puducherry.

You are advised to indicate your acceptance, or otherwise, of this offer by March 25,z}zl,via an email message
with a copy to your proposed mentor.

The terms and conditions of the fellowship are as follows. For additional terms and conditions, see Annexure I.

1. Due to COVID-I9 pandemic, the joining date of January 2021batch is delayed, and now it starts from March
25,2021.

2. To avail the Research Associateship, you should report for duty within 15 days of receiving this letter.

3. You will be designated as DBT-Research Associate-I with a stipend of Rs.47,000/- p.m. and a contingency
grant of Rs.50'000/- per year. The contingency grant should be utilized with approval of your mentor. If an
accommodation is not provided by your institution, you will be entitled to HRA as per GOI rules. The fellowship is
awarded initially for a period of 2 years, with annual renewal based on the assessment of research progress.

4. Your stipend and contingency grant will be released to the host institute/university after you report for duty and
complete the joining formalities at the DBT-RA Portal "ra.dbtindia.gov.in", using your email ID & password,
which you have used during the online submission of your application at this portal.

Please keep the following filled in documents ready before you login at the portal.

o A formal letter mentioning your date ofjoining, signed by your mentor & HOD.
o Filled Data Sheet (refer attachment)
o Certificate of undertaking (shoutd be on the letter head of host institute) (refer attachment)
o Bank account details of your Institute / University (refer attachment)

Kindly note that the support beyond 31st March, 2021 is subject to appraisal and approval of DBT-RA Program by
a Competent Authority.

Warm wishes,

Sincerely,

=-,-* 

(ur^*>-
Prof. Arun Kumar, Ph.D.

Prof' Arun Kumar' Ph'D

National Program Coordlnator

oAf"*A pt"t;"t]" gio-technology & uile Sciences

"-''"' iuaij tto''gical Sciences BuildinE

rnairn'rnJtiiu oi science' Barrgalore -550012
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Presomitic mesoderm (PSM), the progenitors of the 
axial musculo-skeletal system, originates from the 
primitive streak and resides in the posterior end of a 
developing embryo. PSM give rise to somites, the 
blocks of tissue running along both sided of the neu-
ral tube, through two independent molecular phe -
nomena together known as the clock and wavefront 
model. The new pair of somites matures into 
sclerotome, dermatome and myotome which further 
develops in to vertebral column, dorsal dermis and 
skeletal muscles respectively. Thus somitogenesis 
occurs from the posterior to the anterior axis of a 
developing embryo. Most of the studies till now, have 
been done in chick and mouse and in the recent past, 
there have been only a few studies on human. In this 
study, we have analysed RNA-sequencing data of 

mouse (Ibarra-Soria et al., 2018; Sudheer et al., 2016) 
and human (Xi et al., 2017), in order to predict the 
evolutionarily conserved genes and gene-regulato-
ry networks involved in the PSM and somites. Here, 
we have compared the anterior and posterior PSM, 
followed by prediction of genes and GRNs in mouse 
PSM and somites, based on co-regulation of genes, 
mainly surrounding the known markers. Following 
this, we predicted the GRNs in human PSM and so-
mites, and compared between both the species. Us-
ing human pluripotent stem cells (hPSCs) derived 
PSM and somites, we have validated the expression 
of some of the genes. This analysis had led us to �nd 
known and putative genes that potentially have con-
served roles in PSM and somites of mouse and human.

Evolutionarily conserved genes involved in PSM and 
somites of Mouse and Human

Keywords: Presomitic mesoderm; Somites; Evolutionarily conserved genes; Gene-regulatory 
networks; human pluripotent stem cells

Institute 1:  Stem Cell Laboratory, Department of Genomic Science, Central University of Kerala, Tejaswini Hills, 

 Periye. P. O, Kasaragod District, Kerala - 671316, India

Institute 2:  Department of Developmental Genetics, Max Planck Institute for Molecular Genetics, Ihnestrasse 63-73,  

14195 Berlin, Germany

Institute 3: Department of Biology, Chemistry and Pharmacy, Free University Berlin, Takustrasse 3, 14195 Berlin, Germany

Institute 4: Yenepoya (Deemed to be University), University Road, Deralakatte, Mangalore 575018, Karnataka, India

Institute 5:  Leibniz Institute for Farm Animal Biology (FBN), Institute for Genome Biology, Wilhelm-Stahl-Allee 2,  

D-18196 Dummerstorf, Germany

Main author & presenter: Smita Sudheer (1) Stem Cell Laboratory, Department of Genomic Science, Central University of 

Kerala, Tejaswini Hills, Periye. P. O, Kasaragod District, Kerala - 671316, India

Author 2: Devika AS (1)

Author 3: Anna Montebaur (2, 3)

Author 4: Saravanan S (1)

Author 5: Raghu Bhushan (4, 5)

Author 6: Frederic Koch (2)

Author 7: Smita Sudheer (1)

Topic 7: Pluripotent Stem CellsPitch Abstract
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Private and Confidential   
 
Dr Rajendra Pilankatta 
Dean, School of Medicine and Public Health 
Central University of Kerala 
Kasargod – 671316 
India 

E-mail: grants@indiaalliance.org  
Tel: Hyderabad :+91 40 4018 9445  
        New Delhi:+91  11 4100 8403 
 
Our Ref: IA/CPHE/17/1/503345 
03 August 2018 

 
 
Dear Dr Pilankatta, 
 
The Wellcome Trust/DBT India Alliance has agreed to award Dr Elezebeth Mathews an Early 
Career Fellowship for 60 months for her study entitled, “Cluster randomized controlled trial to 
evaluate the effectiveness of a community based intense lifestyle intervention program to prevent 
the progression to diabetes and facilitate the regression to normoglycaemia among women with 
isolated impaired fasting glucose in Kasaragod district, Kerala, India”, under your sponsorship.  
 
An award of up to 
X 1,59,06,161.00 has been provided to the Central University of Kerala  
(hereinafter referred to as ‘Host Institution’) for this purpose.  
 
The grant has been given a start date of 01 September 2018  and is intended to provide support as 
follows: 
 
RING-FENCED FUNDS:   

 Total  (
X) 

Post 1 – Early Career Fellow   

Personal support for Dr Elezebeth Mathews 
(as per latest pay-slip submitted bv Dr Mathews) 10,58,820.00 

  

Contribution towards Institutional Overheads  14,46,015.00 

  

Sub Total (A)  25,04,835.00 

 TRANSFERABLE FUNDS:  

 Total ( 
X) 

Staff salary support  

Post 2 – Program manager for 48 months  17,18,676.00 

Post 3 – Field manager for 36 months  9,93,000.00 

mailto:grants@indiaalliance.org


 

 

Post 4 – Data collectors for 6 months 
(15 persons for 200 days at a cost of 
X500/day) 15,00,000.00 

  

Flexible Funding Allowance  2,50,000.00 

  

Travel To Meetings  

Post 1 - Dr Elezebeth Mathews 7,50,000.00 

  

Materials and Consumables  80,000.00 

  

Equipment  

Laptop (3) 1,50,000.00 

Multifunction printer (2) 30,000.00 

TANITA body fat analyzer (1) 2,23,500.00 

Electronic Weighing scale (1) 3,000.00 

Electronic blood pressure monitors (4) 10,000.00 

Waist circumference measuring tape (15) 52,500.00 

  

Miscellaneous  76,40,650.00 

  

Sub Total (B)  
   

1,34,01,326.00  
  

GRAND TOTAL (A+B)  
U1,59,06,161.00  
 
The following details along with the enclosed Award Conditions , outline the framework in which 
the Fellowship will operate.  

1 Terms  

2 Costs  

2.1   Ring -Fenced Funds  

2.2   Transferable Funds  

3 Acceptance  

4 Payment  

5 Reports  

5.1 Annual  

5.2  End-of-Fellowship  

6 Fellows’ Title  

7 Publications from Fellowship  

8 Mid-term Review Process  



 

 

9 Mentorship Requirement  

10 IP arising from the Fellowship  

11 Award Extension  

12 Other Fellowships and Grants  

13 Variation and Termination of Fellowship  

14 Statement on Equality and Diversity  

15 Managing reputational risks  

16 Fellows’ Meetings  

17 Application Reviews  
18 Contact  

 
1 Terms of the awards  

1.1 Terms for the activation of the Award  

This award must be activated no later than 01 September 2018 .  

(a) Mentorship requirement  

The India Alliance recognizes the value of good mentorship for its Fellows. Therefore, each Fellow 
is required to identify a suitable Mentor. This is a mandatory requirement for the Early Career 
Fellowship. A letter of agreement from the Mentor will be required for initiating the award, which 
must reach the Office before the start date of the Fellowship. (See Award Condition 8).  

The Office has received letters from Dr K R Thankappan of Sree Chitra Tirunal Institute for Medical 
Sciences and Technology, Dr Nihal Thomas of Christian Medical College, Vellore, Professor Brian 
Oldenburg of University of Melbourne, Professor K M Venkat Narayan of Emory University and 
Professor David Guwatudde of Makerere University. They have agreed to be a Mentor on Dr 
Mathews’ Early Career Fellowship award.  

Since Mentor’s role is carefully scrutinized during the tenure of the Fellowship, Dr Matherws is 
expected to update the status of Mentor on annual basis.  

(b) Ethics Approvals  

The India Alliance has noted that Dr Mathews’ studies would involve participation of Human 
subjects. It is important that appropriate ethical approvals are obtained before any experiments 
requiring Human participation are initiated. We have received an undertaking from the Sponsor 
confirming that Dr Mathews would not undertake any human experiments unless she submits the 
ethics approval to the India Alliance.  

It is expected that once the appropriate ethical approvals are obtained, the Fellow would provide a 
copy to the office in required format. For further details on submission of ethics approvals, please 
refer to http://www.indiaalliance.org/fellows-corner. 

Please note that the India Alliance office withholds the right to release funds based on the 
documentation received in this matter. 

http://www.indiaalliance.org/fellows-corner


 

 

(c) Other grants  

The India Alliance has noted that Dr Mathews has submitted two grant applications as co-PI to 
Department of Biotechnology, the decisions on which are currently pending. She is required to keep 
this office informed as and when a decision is made on these applications. According to our award 
conditions, as an Early Career Fellow, Dr Mathews is required to spend at least 90% of her 
research time on India Alliance fellowship project.   

1.2 Terms for monitoring and evaluation of the progress made on the award  

The India Alliance will evaluate the Fellow’s progress during the tenure of their India Alliance 
Fellowship. Consequently, continuation of the India Alliance funding after third year of the 
Fellowship will be contingent upon a satisfactory review of the progress made during the first half of 
the Fellowship (See Award Condition 7 ). 

It is a condition that the Host Institution will administer the Fellowship in accordance with the 
purposes for which it has been awarded and under the terms set forth in the India Alliance’s Award 
Conditions (enclosed).  An updated version of the Award Conditions is also available on our 
website.   

It is incumbent on the Host Institution and the Fellow to be familiar with our Award Conditions and 
policies, and comply with them during the tenure of the award. 

2 Costs on the Award  

This award provides funding for directly incurred costs on the Fellowship, including its associated 
research project. Directly incurred costs are actual costs; that are explicitly identifiable as arising 
from the conduct of a project (e.g. staff salaries, equipment, materials, travel). These costs are 
charged as the cash value actually spent, and are supported by an auditable record. The award is 
cash-limited; supplementary funding will only be provided in exceptional and specific 
circumstances.  

The award is divided into two primary types of funds: (1) ring-fenced and (2) transferable. Ring-
fenced funds may be used only for the purpose(s) as indicated in this letter.  

2.1 Ring -Fenced Funds  

2.1.1 Personal Support for the Fellow  

The India Alliance’s contribution to personal support is determined as follows.  

Each Fellowship has a set level of personal support as detailed on our website.  

�7�K�H���O�H�Y�H�O���V�H�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���,�Q�G�L�D���$�O�O�L�D�Q�F�H�¶�V���(�D�U�O�\���&�D�U�H�H�U���)�H�O�O�R�Z�V���L�V���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\����
X����������������������per annum. This 
level has been calculated as fo�O�O�R�Z�V���� �D�� �E�D�V�L�F�� �V�D�O�D�U�\�� �R�I�� 
X�� ������������������per annum, allowances 
amounting to 60% of this salary, an additional Fellowship enhancement of 20%. Additionally, a Non 
practicing allowance amounting to 25% of the basic salary and an Academic Clinical allowance 
fixed a�W��
X���������������������S�H�U���D�Q�Q�X�P���L�V���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���� 



 

 

If the Fellow does not have a salaried position at the Host Institution, the India Alliance will pay the 
entire sum to the level set for the requisite Fellowship.  

If the Fellow has a position at the Host Institution that provides a salary, the India Alliance will 
provide a top-up to meet the requisite level. The amount of top-up is calculated based on the salary 
certificate or contract of employment provided by the Fellow. Please note that the salary will be 
revised for  each installment based on the April salary pay slip or latest pay slip for the same 
financial year and will be fixed for the financial year. No interim adjustments will be made to the 
salary during the financial year. Any revisions in salary at the Host Institution during the financial 
year will only be considered for the next installment in the next financial year. 

If the Host Institution’s contributions to the Fellows personal support exceeds the India Alliance’s 
set level, no personal support will be provided.  

Based on our understanding, Dr Mathews currently receives salary support from the Host 
Institution. The India Alliance’s contribution therefore, was calculated based on the documentation 
provided by the Host Institution.  

2.1.2 Contribution towards Institutional Overheads  

A contribution towards institutional overheads has been provided in this award and is calculated as 
10% of the total funds. These costs should be applied in such a way that they support the Fellow's 
research, e.g. by contributing to costs for laboratory infrastructure, utilities, or administrative support 
relating to the research. It is expected that charges made against this heading must be based on 
the actual expenditure incurred on the research funds on the fellowship and not on the allocations 
described on the payment profile and at no point should exceed the amount provided for this 
purpose. The interest earned by the Host Institution on the India Alliance funds will be adjusted 
annually from the institutional overheads.  

2.1.3 Overseas Allowances when working outside the Host Institution  

Where Fellows have requested to undertake their research outside their Host Institution, they are 
provided with a subsistence allowance ($ 3000/month; revised as per the prevailing conversion rate 
at the time of release of funds; fluctuations in the currency conversion rates will not be 
accommodated once funds are released) and travel allowance (
X 1,50,000). The total amount 
specified in this ring-fenced category may be used flexibly, at the Fellow’s discretion, to cover any 
reasonable costs associated with relocating and working overseas. Transfer of funds for overseas 
activities would have to be undertaken by the Fellow’s Host Institution. 

2.2 Transferable Funds  

Budgets detailed under ‘Transferable funds’ are indicative only and movement of funds between 
budget headings is allowed. Fellows are provided the flexibility to use ‘Transferable Funds’ as 
required for the pursuit of their Fellowship research goals. There are two exceptions:  

a) Funds may not be used to purchase, maintain or perform procedures on animals not 
included in the award letter. Permission from the India Alliance office must be obtained prior 
to implementation of any changes.  



 

 

b) Fellows may not support any additional posts without prior permission from the India 
Alliance. 

2.2.1 Research Staff   

It is expected that the contract of employment of any staff associated with the award should not 
extend beyond the end of the Fellowship. All postdoctoral staff supported on the Fellowship must be 
paid as per the revised salaries indicated under costing policy on our website. The administration of 
these funds must be carried out within the rules of the Host Institution. The India Alliance reserves 
the right to periodically review and revise its provision for postdoctoral staff’s personal support. 

2.2.2 Flexible Funding Allowance  

The Flexible Funding Allowance (FFA) is intended to increase financial flexibility available to 
Fellows, and to simplify Fellowship administration. The FFA can be used to meet unanticipated 
directly incurred costs that would assist in meeting the goals of the Fellowship research. This 
includes, but is not limited to, publication costs, travel and training fees for research staff, and other 
miscellaneous costs. 

2.2.3 Travel to Meetings  

These funds are for attendance to scientific meetings, or for short working visits to other 
laboratories, for the Fellow and any staff employed on the Fellowship. It is a matter for the Fellow to 
decide as and when the funds should be used. Visits to the India Alliance office and for India 
Alliance events are expected to be funded from this budget.  

2.2.4 Materials & Consumables, Equipment and Animals  

Funds provided for materials, consumables, equipment and animals are also transferable. Animals 
purchased, maintained and/or used for the research purposes cannot exceed the number 
requested in the Fellowship.  

3 Acceptance  

To accept this award and activate the Fellowship, a completed Grant Start Certificat e (attached) 
must be submitted to the India Alliance Office by 20 August 2018 . The Fellowship cannot be 
activated until this confirmation has been received. The India Alliance will not accept liability for any 
expenses incurred on the Fellowship until a signed Grant Start Certificate has been returned.  

When accepting this Award of Fellowship, the Host Institution recognizes that the undertakings 
given by the Institution and others at the time of signing the Full Application Form are "conditions 
precedent" and the Host Institution will ensure that they, their agents, employees and students will 
continue to abide by the undertakings given throughout the lifetime of the Fellowship.  

Copies of this letter and the notes should be forwarded to all the relevant persons in the Host 
Institution.  
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4 Payment  

All payments on the award will be made electronically via bank transfer. A Payment Details Form 
(attached) should be filled by the Host Institution and returned to the India Alliance Office by 20 
August 2018 . 

The India Alliance will provide funds pro-rata on a yearly basis following the financial year (1 Apr – 
31 Mar) cycle. Equipment cost will be released in equal payments in the first two installments, 
unless specified by the Fellow. All other ring-fenced and transferable funds will be released in 
yearly installments. A provisional payment profile of the disbursements will be released by our 
Finance department, at the time of release of payments. 

2% of total transferable funds are withheld from the last but one installment. Release is subject to 
receipt of the End-of-Fellowship Research Report and Spend Report. (See 6.2) 

The first two installments will be released in whole, regardless of the amount spent by the Fellow. 
From the third installment onwards, if any amount from the previous year is unspent, this will be 
carried forward and the balance will be adjusted against the next installment.  

5 Reports  

The India Alliance requires Research and Spend Reports from the Fellow and the Host Institution, 
annually and at the end of the Fellowship. 

5.1 Annual  

Research Report: To monitor research progress made during the year; to be submitted by the 
Fellow and to be received by 30 November, unless specified otherwise by the India Alliance Office. 
A communication specifying the format of the report will be sent by the Office. 

Spend Report: To enable the release of next installment of payment; to be submitted by the Host 
Institution. A form will be sent by our Finance team towards the end of the financial year. This report 
must be received latest by 31 May and should detail all the expenditure undertaken on the 
Fellowship up to 31 March. The Annual Spend Reports would also have to include a pay slip 
indicating gross salary of the Fellow for the preceding financial year.  

Funds for the next installment will not be released until a complete ‘Spend Report’ is received by 
the India Alliance. The India Alliance will not be responsible for any delays in the release of funds if 
the Spend Report is not submitted in time. 

5.2 End-of -Fellowship  

Research Report: To highlight research milestones and other accomplishments during the tenure of 
the Fellowship; to be submitted by the Fellow.  

Audited Spend Report: To indicate all the expenditures incurred on the Fellowship during its tenure; 
to be submitted by the Host Institution.  

The India Alliance will not release the eligible retained transferable funds (based on actual 
expenditure incurred) unless these reports reach the office within three months of the end of 



 

 

Fellowship. The Fellow and the Host Institution would be informed about the formats for the final 
reports. [Also see Award Conditions 2, 4 and 6]  

6 Fellows’ Title: See Award Condition 1  
7 Publications from Fellowship: See Award Condition 6  
8 Mid-term review process: See Award Condition 7  
9 Mentorship Requirement: See Award Condition 8  
10 IP arising  from the Fellowship: See Award Condition 9  
11 Award Extension: See Award Condition 11  
12 Other Fellowships and Grants: See Award Condition 12  
13 Variation and Termination of Fellowship: See Award Condition 14  
14 Statement on Equality and Diversity: See Award Conditio n 15 
15 Managing reputational risks: See Award Condition 16  

16 Fellows’ Meetings  

The India Alliance will periodically organize meetings for all its Fellows. Information on the meetings 
will be made available well in advance and attendance by the Fellow is mandatory.  

17 Application Reviews  

The India Alliance application process relies on the co-operation of the scientific community in 
providing referees' comments on proposals, and the Fellow’s success with this application is partly 
due to the goodwill of scientists in providing comments. As a holder of an India Alliance Fellowship, 
the Fellow is, therefore, expected to undertake review of research proposals submitted to the India 
Alliance upon request. 

18 Contact  

The India Alliance staff would be glad to meet with the Fellows at any time, either at their laboratory 
or at the India Alliance offices in Hyderabad or Delhi. These visits would be to ensure that a good 
working relationship is built between the India Alliance, Fellow and the Host Institution.  

For further clarifications regarding the Fellowship, please write to: grants@indiaalliance.org.  

Best wishes,  

Madhavan Chalat, PhD 
 
Cc: Dr Elezebeth Mathews 
 The Wellcome Trust / DBT India Alliance  
 Mr Nataraj Bollam (Finance Manager) 
 Dr Suveera Dhup (Grants Manager) 

Encl: Award Conditions 
 Payment Details Form 
 Grant Start Certificate 

mailto:grants@indiaalliance.org
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NATIONAL FOUNDATION FOR ENTREPRENEURSHIP DEVELOPMENT [NFED] 
Coimbatore 641 O06. Tamil Nadu, India 

www.nfedindia.org-www.nfed.in | www.nfedawards.com 
(In Pursuance to Create Socio-Economic Sustenance through Entrepreneurship Development) 

WOMEN'S DAY AWARDS 2017 

YOUR 

We Elate Your Self To Be Elite" 

OUTSTAN WOMAN EDUCATOR & SCHOLAR AWARD 

This is to certify that Asso. Prof. Dr. Germina Augusthy K., Department of Máthematics, School of Physical 

Sciences, Central University of Kerala, Kasargod District, Kerala has been endorsed with Outstanding 

Woman Educator & Scholar Award for her astounding contribufion to Teaching & Scholarly activities in 

the field of Mathematics on 8th March 2017. NFED sincerely appreoiates her commemorative services in 

developing the academic fraternity and scholarly community. 

Prof. A. K Vishwakarma 
Director 

KVJ. Prof. Dr. R Ganesan 
Chairman 

AWDA/OwESA/02 







SBIWEA-15/2016

SCIENCE & ENGINEERING RESEARCH BOARD (SERB)
(A statutory body under the Department of Science & Technology)

Technology Bhavan,
New Mehrauli Road,
New Delhi - 110016.

Dated:zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBA02/08/p6"i7

~
ORDER

Subject: Grant for SERB Women Excellence Award to Dr. (Ms.)zyxwvutsrqponmlkjihgfedcbaZYXWVUTSRQPONMLKJIHGFEDCBAL. Divya, Department of
Animal Sciences, School of Biological Sciences, Central University of Kerala, Riverside Transit
Campus, Nileswar, Kasaragod, Kerala - 671 328., E-mail: divyaal@gmail.com- Release of grand.

In continuation to sanction order of even number, dated: 27/03/2017, sanction of the
Science and Engineering Research Board (SERB) is here by accorded for the payment of a
sum of Rs.5,00,0001-(Rupees Five Lakh Only) as the grant for the year 2017-18 for the above
mentioned project. Sanction of SERB is also accorded to carry forward the unspent balance of
Rs.1,00,0001- from the previous financial year to the current financial year for the same purpose

for which it was sanctioned.

2. Sanction of the grant is subject to the 'Terms & Conditions' available at website

<www.serb.gov.in>.

3. It is certified that provision of 212 relating to the UCs for the funds released earlier to this
project have been satisfied and the UC/s is/are enclosed.

4. The expenditure involved is debitable to "Fund for Science & Engineering Research"
for the year 2017-18 (Plan Expenditure- under recurring head)
This release is made under the program "SERB Women Excel~Award"

5. The Sanction has been issued with the approval of the competent authority under delegated
powersand vide Diary NO.S~B/F/39~17-2018, dated:/"2017.

6. The amount of Rs.5,00,0001- (Rupees Five Lakh Only) in question under 'Grants-in-aid
General" will be drawn by the Under Secretary, SERB and will be disbursed by means of DO
favoring "The Registrar, Central University of Kerala, Kasaragod, Kerala" and send it to the
Regisrar, Central University of Kerala, Kasaragod, Kerala or by means of RTGS transaction

as per their Bank details given bellow:
Name of Account Holder

The Registrar, Central University of Kerala

(as per the Bank record)
Account Number 4204220~069750~

Bank Name & Branch
Syndicate Bank, Periya Branch, Periya, Kerala - 671

316

IFSC/RTGSCode ~YNB0004704 -/

E-mail of Institute authority registrarlmcukerala.ac.in

E-mail of SERB officer do~iltv@nic.in

7. As per rule 211 of GFRs, the accounts of Grantee Institution shall be open to inspection by
the sanctioningauthority/auditwhenever the institute is called upon to do so.

8. The institute will furnish to the SERB, Utilization certificate and an audited statement of
accounts etc, pertaining to the grant, immediately after the end of each financial year. A brief
consolidated progress report may be sent at the end of each financial year and also on
completion of the tenure, along with financial documents. The unspent balance if any after the
tenure of the grant should be returned to SERB by means of a Demand Draft favoring, 'FUND
FOR SCIENCE AND ENGINEERINGRESEARCH', payable at New Delhi.. contd. p.2



:: 2::

9. Overhead expenses are meant for the host Institute towards the cost for providing
infrastructural facilities and general administrative support etc. including benefits to the staff
employed in the project.

f

10. The organization/institute/university should ensure that the technical support/financial
assistance provided to them by the Science & Engineering Research Board, a statutory body of
the Departmentof Sciences & Technology (DST), Govt. of India should invariably be highlighted/
acknowledged in their media release as well as in bold letters in the opening paragraphs of their
Annual Report.

11. In addition, the investigator/host institute must also acknowledgethe support provided to them
in all publications, patents and any other output emanating out of the project /programme funded
by Science & Engineering Research Board, a statutory body of the Department of Sciences &
Technology (DST), Govt. of India.

12. The institute will maintain separate audited accounts for the project. If it is found expedient to
keep a part or whole of the grant in a bank account earning interest, the interest earned should
be reported to the SERB, New Delhi. The interest thus earned will be treated as a credit to the
institute to be adjusted towards further installmentof the grant.

(Doyil T.Vengayil)
Scientist-E

Copy forwarded for information and necessaryaction to: -

1. The Principal Director of Audit, A.G.C.R Building, III Floor, I.P. Estate, Delhi- 110002.

2. Copy with three spare copies of the sanction to the Under Secretary, SERB, New
Delhi.

3. The pay & Accounts officer, SERB, New Delhi.

4. Sanction Folder, SERB New Delhi.

5. File Copy- 2 Nos

6. Dr. (Ms.) L. Divya,
Department of Animal Sciences,
School of Biological Sciences,
Central University of Kerala,
Riverside Transit Campus,
Nileswar, Kasaragod, Kerala - 671 328,
E-mail: divyaal@gmail.com

7. The Registrar,
Central UniverSity of Kerala,
Riverside Transit Campus,
Nileswar, Kasaragod,
Kerala - 671 328,

(Doyil T.Vengayil)
Scientist - E



 

 

04.01.2020 

Dear Dr. L. Divya,  

I am very pleased to tell you that you have been selected for the Episkin �± L�¶�R�U�H�D�O�� �� �5�H�Vearch and 
Innovation travel award by duly constituted team of adjudicators at the 2nd National Conference of the Society 
for Alternatives to Animal Experiments (NCAAE �± 2019) organized by National Facility for 
Biopharmaceuticals (NFB), G.N. Khalsa College, Mumbai, on 13th and 14th December, 2019. 

This is in recognition of your commendable research admirably presented. The award consists of 
Rs.10,000/- in cheque. Accordingly, cheque No. 496682 for Rs.10,000/- as above and the certificate are 
enclosed. 

On behalf of SAAE, I wish you all the very best in your endeavor as a scientist.  

 

 

                                                                                                           Yours sincerely, 

                                                                                                                                         

General Secretary, SAAE 

 

 

 















Program & Abstracts of the 11th International Congress of Vertebrate Morphology, 
Washington, DC 2016 

 
 

POS2-784:30 pm 
Ultrastructural study of the skin of three caecilians (Ichthyophis tricolor,Uraeotyphlus 
oxyurus, and Gegeneophis ramaswamii) from Western Ghats, India. 
 
Damodaran Arun*, Central University of Kerala, Kerala, India; Ramachandran K, 
Government College Madappally, Kerala, India; Akbarshah M A, Bharathidasan University, 
Thiruchirapally, Tamil Nadu; Oommen V O, Kerala State Biodiversity Board, Kerala, India; 
Divya Lekha, Central University of Kerala, Kerala, India . aruunnd@gmail.com  

Abstract: The aim of the present study is to investigate the skin structure of three adult 
caecilians belonging to Ichthyophiidae such as Ichthyophis tricolor, Uraeotyphlus oxyurus, 
and Indotyphlidae as Gegeneophis ramaswamii. The SEM and TEM observations of their 
skin shows that skin is segmented with numerous glandular outlets in the dorsal, ventral and 
lateral regions. Round, oval, and polymorphic shaped glandular outlets were distributed in the 
skin. Ichthyophis tricolor skin has both collar type and funnel type glandular outlets but 
Uraeotyphlus oxyurus and Gegeneophis ramaswamii has only collar type glandular outlet. 
Pore size and pore distribution in the skin are different in three species. The glandular outlets 
are situated on borders between adjacent cells and near one of the angles of the multifaceted 
epithelial cells in all the three species. Skin of Gegeneophis ramaswamii has many grooves 
distributed in the dorsal, lateral, and ventral skin surfaces along with the glandular outlets. 
These grooves were not present in skin of Ichthyophis tricolor and Uraeotyphlus oxyurus. 
Skin has irregular shaped epidermal cells having microridges in them. Dorsal skin observed 
under TEM shows three layers of epidermis, stratum corneum, stratum spinosum, and stratum 
germinativum followed by the dermal layer. Flask shaped cells and merkel cells are also 
found in the epidermis. Two types of glands, mucus and granular glands, are present in 
Ichthyophis tricolor and Uraeotyphlus oxyurus but Gegeneophis ramaswamii has only mucus 
gland. They were distributed in the dermis layer. Secretary granules are present in the 
granular glands. Mucus secreting granules are present in mucus glands. Both glands are 
layered by myoepithelial cells. This is the first report on the skin, skin glands, and glandular 
outlets of these three caecilian species. We hope that this study will penetrate deeper in to the 
knowledge about the skin morphology and poison biochemistry and pharmacology of these 
three species. Acknowledgements: DBT- BioCaRe, KSCSTE JRF . 

Anatomical Record, Volume 299, Special Feature �v  261 


