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This course seeks to acquaint the candidate with the seminal works of scholarship in the domains related to 

the core area of research such as Minority Studies, Gender Studies, Feminist Historiography, 

Anthropological/(Auto) Ethnographic Studies, Postcolonial and Post Secular Studies and the Islamic social 

and cultural historiography of Kerala with particular reference to the historiography of (North) Malabar. 

The course would exhaustively cover relevant foundational scholarship in the broad disciplines, apart from 

exploring recent enquiries in the domains concerning the core area of study of the researcher.  

Course Objectives 

1. To explore how the Muslim subject position in India is a complex of discursive representations 

and lived experiences  

2. To introduce foundational scholarship in Islamic gender studies and feminist historiography 

3. To familiarize anthropological and auto ethnographic enquiries in relation to Islam and Muslim 

communities across the  world 

4. To develop an understanding of Muslim social and cultural  history, tradition and practices, 

particularly in relation to the Mappila community of North Malabar 

Course Structure 

The course instructor will select 2 to 3 texts from each Module in the Semester for detailed study and for 

purposes of assessment. The remaining texts will be marked for recommended reading.  

 

Module I: Minority Studies 

The module offers an understanding of Minority Studies particularly with reference to the Muslim 

subjectivity in India and South Asia. Representations of Muslim subject position in mainstream discourses 

are also looked at critically through selections included in this module. 

 Imtiaz Ahmad and Helmut Reifeld. “Introduction” in Lived Islam in South Asia: Adaptation, 

Accommodation and Conflict pp. xi-xxv 

 Shahid Amin- “Representing the Musalman: Then and Now, Now and Then” in Subaltern Studies 

XII: Muslims, Dalits, and the Fabrications of History 

 M.T. Ansari- “Questions of Community” in Islam and Nationalism in India: South Indian 

Contexts pp. 55-70 

 Lila Abu-Lughod “Local Contexts of Islamism in Popular Media” 

Module II: Islamic Gender Studies & (Feminist) Historiography 

The module would introduce the researcher to foundational texts in Islamic gender studies and (feminist) 

historiography which explore questions concerning the relationship between religion, gender and 

community identities and address the question of agency of the postcolonial feminist subject.  

 Nandini Deo. “Postsecular Feminisms: Religion and Gender in Transnational Contexts” in 

Postsecular Feminisms: Religion and Gender in Transnational Context, Ed. Nandini Deo pp. 1-12 

 Zoya Hasan. “Minority Identity, State Policy and the Political Process” / Barbara D. Metcalf. 

“Reading and Writing about Muslim Women in British India” in Forging Identities: Gender, 

Communities, and the State In India, ed. Zoya Hasan 
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 Anindita Ghosh. “Introduction” in Behind the Veil: Resistance, Women, and Everyday in Colonial 

South Asia pp. 1-20 

 Saba Mahmood. “Women’s Agency within Feminist Historiography” 

 

Module III: Anthropological/ (Auto) Ethnographic Enquiries 

The module seeks to introduce anthropological studies in relation to Islam and to equip the researcher with 

the framework and methodology of (auto) ethnographic studies and enquiries.  

 Talal Asad “The Idea of an Anthropology of Islam”  
 Wael B. Hallaq- “Introduction” in Sharia: Theory, Practice, Transformations pp. 1-23 

 Tony E. Adams, Stacy Holman Jones, Carolyn Ellis ed.– “Doing Ethnography” in 

Autoethnography: Understanding Qualitative Research pp. 46-67 

 Heewon Chang- “Collecting Autoethnographic Data” in Autoethnography as Method 

Module IV: Muslim Social and Cultural History and Tradition 

This module would cover academic enquiries into the social and cultural history, tradition and practices of 

the Muslims of Kerala broadly and of North Malabar in particular.  

 J.B.P. More- “Introduction” in Origin and Early History of the Muslims of Keralam pp. 17-27 

 Caroline Osella & Filippo Osella. -“Food, Memory, Community: Kerala as both ‘Indian Ocean’ 
Zone and as Agricultural Homeland” 

 Mahmood Kooria, Michael N. Pearson – “Introduction: Situating Malabar in the Indian Ocean” in 

Malabar in the Indian Ocean: Cosmopolitanism in a Maritime Historical Region 

 Sherin B.S- “The History of Islam in Kerala: Underpinnings of the Feminist Agency” in The 

Labyrinth of Dissonance: Islam and Women in Kerala pp. 26-82 

 Shamshad Hussain- “Oral Traditions of Women” in Oral Traditions of Malabar Rebellion. Diss. 

pp. 590-608 
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Assessment 

The Evaluation will comprise Continuous assessment for 40 marks and End-Semester Assessment for 60 

marks. 

 

  


