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Course Code LEC7101 Credits 4 

Course Title RESEARCH METHODOLOGY Semester  PhD (Coursework) 

This course introduces research scholars to research, logical concerns, relevance of research design, ethical 

issues involved, importance of literature review, and methodological concerns. 

Unit 1: Introducing Research  

 Research: definition-scope-meaning - characteristics - aims & objectives 

 Area of research: genre - period - region - author - texts 

 Types of research: disciplinary - intra- disciplinary - interdisciplinary – trans disciplinary  

 Basic research - applied research - normal and revolutionary researches - quantitative and 

qualitative methods - other types of research 

Unit 2: Beginning research 

 Identification of a research topic  

Choosing the topic - framing of topic-statement - Definition and formulation of a problem - 

methodology - research proposal - hypothesis - synopsis - abstract 

 Resources 

 print resources: library - bibliography - MSS - books - journals - abstract - conference 

proceedings - etc.; Library, Internet; Other: audio-visual - interview - field study;    

 Literature survey 

Systematic approach: background study - review of literature; primary and secondary sources; 

review - review article - citation - peer review - refereed publication - plagiarism.  

 Quantitative techniques & computer applications 

Computer applications: MS-Word - MS Excel - MS PowerPoint internet resources, 

Unit 3: Doing Research  

 Mechanics 

Spelling - Abbreviations - Punctuation - Quotations - Numbers - Format - Italics.  

 Documentation:  

In-text citations - bibliography - works cited - references; 

Style (narration-argumentation-exposition-description) - paragraph structure; style manuals: MLA 

- Chicago style manual; print drafts - correction - submission. 

 Language:  

suitable diction-tone - jargon - slang - vague/concrete words.  

 Presentation of research 

Paragraph - topic statement - introduction - body - conclusion  

Notes (tables - pictures etc.) works cited - abstract -  

Plagiarism check; institutional policy; margin - spacing - heading and title - page numbers - 

Correction and insertion - electronic submission;  

 Key issues and arguments - literature /scholarship review - socio-cultural background.  

Unit 4: Writing Research  

 Art of writing a research paper and thesis  
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Research report  

research paper vs. PhD thesis  

Layout of a research report / PhD thesis 

 Preliminary pages  

main text (introduction - actual research work - conclusion) - end matters (appendices - 

references/bibliography) - typing the report 

 Presentation for correction 

First draft - second draft - third draft 

Reading Materials: 

 Allison, B. The Students’ Guide to Preparing Dissertations and Theses. London: Kogan Page, 

1997. Print. 

 Altick, Richard D. and John J. Fenstermaker. The Art of Literary Research.. New York: Norton, 

1993. Print. 

 Anderson. Assignment & Thesis Writing. New Delhi: Wiley India Pvt Ltd, 2011. 

 Brookbank, Eliabeth and Christenberry, H Faye. MLA Guide to Undergraduate Research in 

Literature. MLA, New York, 2019. 

 Eliot, Simon and W.R. Owens. Eds. A Handbook to Literary Research The Open University Press. 

1998.  

 Kothari, C.R. Research Methodology :Methods and Techniques. New Delhi: New Age Pub,  1990. 

 M.L. A. Handbook. 8
th
 edition. New Delhi: Affiliated East-West Press Pvt  Ltd,2009. 

 Wayne C. Booth, Gregory G. Colombo, Joseph M. Williams and William C. Booth. The Craft of 

Research: From Planning to Reporting. Chicago: Chicago UP, 2008. 

 

  


