
















LEC5202 Modern Drama and Performance 

Course Code LEC5202 Semester  II 

Course Title Modern Drama and Performance 

Credits 4 Type Core 

Course Description 

This course is a transcontinental survey of Modern Drama and 21 st Century Theatre revealing their amazing 

breadth and depth both in form and content. With minor exceptions, if the rejection of naturalism could be 

a universal identification mark of Modern Drama, in conception and treatment it exhibits intellectual 

experimentations of all hues and fashion. As a specific literary/performance genre, twenty-first century 

theatre has undergone an incredible metamorphosis, specifically in its orientation towards performance, 

thereby problematizing the role of written texts. Adhering to the multilateral and multicultural spirit of 

comparative studies, this course is designed to provide the essential hallmarks of modern dramatic 

movements through some representative texts selected from various literary traditions. 

Course Outcome 

By the end of the course, the students will lern to: 

1. categorise different modern dramatic traditions; 

2. historically contextualize modern dramatic movements around the world; 

3. distinguish between different experimental dramas; 

4. read and appreciate modern plays with their ideological orientations; 

5. compare and contrast modern plays belonging to different countries; 

6. carry out theoretical readings of plays using different critical tools and key-words.  

Course Structure 

Module I: Pre-World War II Modern Drama 

This module provides a critical perspective to pre-World War II modern drama, focussing on the Irish 

dramatic tradition, problem plays and Epic theatre.  

 John Millington Synge: Riders to the Sea 

 Bernard Shaw: The Apple Cart 

 Bertolt Brecht: Mother Courage and her Children 

Module II: Post-World War II Modern Drama 

This module provides a critical perspective to post-World War II modern drama, focussing on the theatre of 

the Absurd, Kitchen-sink drama and American realist drama. (*One text for detailed study) 

 Samuel Beckett: Waiting for Godot  

 John Osborne: Look Back in Anger 

 Eugene O’Neill: Long Day’s Journey into Night  

Module III: Late 20th Century Modern Drama 

This module provides a critical perspective to late 20th Century modern drama, focussing on black theatre, 

agitation propaganda and street theatre.  

 Amiri Baraka: Slave  

 Dario Fo: The Accidental Death of an Anarchist  
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 Safdar Hashmi: Halla Bol 

Module IV: 21st Century Experimental Theatre 

This module provides a critical perspective to 21st Century Theatre focussing on their experimental nature in 

terms of performance and text. 

 Robin Soans: Talking to Terrorists  

 Caryl Churchill: Seven Jewish Children 

 Panmai : Colour of Trans 2.0 

Key-Words: 

Irish Renaissance, Modernism, Problem Plays, Epic Theatre, Street Theatre, Kitchen-sink Theatre, Theatre 

of the Absurd, Theatre of Cruelty, Theatre of the Oppressed, Harlem Renaissance, Documentary Theatre, 

Dalit Theatre, Feminist Theatre, Theatre of Roots, Postdramatic Theatre, Queer Theatre, Testimonial 

Theatre, Queer Theatre. 
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Internal assessment 

Internal assessment for 40 marks will be distributed in several components which will be distributed 

throughout the semester. 

End Semester Assessment 

Essay questions: 4 questions (Out of 08) of 10 marks each based on detailed texts. (40 marks)  

Short answer questions: 3 questions (Out of 06) of 4 marks each based on non-detailed texts and Key-

words (12 Marks) 

Annotation: 2 questions (Out of 04) of 4 marks each based on detailed texts only (08 Marks)  

Supplementary materials 

Blended Learning/Flip Class with available MOOCs/YouTube Videos 

Online resources 

<https://muse.jhu.edu/journal/302> 

<https://study.com/academy/lesson/modern -drama-definition-examples.html> 

 


