
















LEC 5016 Shakespeare Across Cultures  

Course Code LEC 5016 Semester  -- 

Course Title Shakespeare Across Cultures 

Credits 3 Type Elective 

Course Description 

Shakespeare is performed, appreciated, read and taught in different theatrical, critical, linguistic, and 

academic cultures across the world. This course critically analyses how Shakespeare and his texts is found 

in different performance and aesthetic traditions, in different types of translations, at different levels of 

academic engagement and in different languages. It concentrates on his four major texts representing, 

tragedy, comedy, history and romance and tries to develop an alternative approach to Shakespeare 

Studies by foregrounding the local. 

Course Outcome 

At the end of this course, students should be able to:  

1. analyse Shakespeare by using discourses of language, race, gender, identity and geopolitics;  

2. explore how Shakespeare is negotiated on page, stage, screen and classroom discourses;  

3. outline Shakespeare adaptations and the responses they evoke in diverse cultures;  

4. demonstrate how cultures transfigure Shakespeare in their literary and cultural terrain;  

5. illustrate the reasons for reworking and adapting Shakespeare in various cultures;  

6. show how contemporary viewers critically respond to the reworkings of Shakespeare; and  

7. find alternative frameworks to rework the essentially Eurocentric Shakespeare discourses.  

Course Structure 

The following is a detailed syllabus. The course instructor will select two texts from each module for 

detailed study and prepare the Course File each time the course is offered and the rest of the texts will be 

for non-detailed study. 

Module I: A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

This unit looks at the different manifestations of the Comedies of Shakespeare across language and culture 

by concentrating on four local versions of the play. 

 Tim Supple. A Midsummer Night’s Dream (2006) 

 Habib Tanvir. Kamdev ka Apana Basnt Ritu ka Sapna (1993) 

 Sharat Katariya. 10 ml Love (2010) 

Module II: Macbeth 

This unit looks at the different manifestations of the Tragedies of Shakespeare across languages and 

cultures by concentrating on four local versions of the play 

 Akira Kurosawa. The Throne of Blood (1957) 

 Welcome Msomi. uMabatha (1970) 

 Vishal Bharadwaj. Maqbool (2003) 

Module III: Richard III 

This unit looks at the different manifestations of the History plays of Shakespeare across language and 

culture by concentrating on four local versions of the play. 

 Laurence Olivier. dir. Richard III (1955) 

 Richard Loncraine. dir. Richard III (1995) 

 Sohrab Modi. dir. Said-e-Hawaas (1936; Agha Hashr Kashmiri, 1908)  
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Module IV: The Tempest 

This unit looks at the different manifestations of the Romances of Shakespeare across language and 

culture by concentrating on four local versions of the play. 

 John Dryden & William D’Avenant. The Enchanted Island (1712) 

 Helen Mirren. dir. The Tempest (2010) 

 Aimé Césaire. dir. Une tempête (1969) 
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Internal assessment 

Internal assessment for 40 marks will comprise of the following units: midterm test (20), seminar 

presentation (10), Quiz (5), and classroom exercises (5). 

End Semester Assessment 

The End-Semester Assessment for 60 marks will comprise of  

Objective Questions:  10 questions of 1 mark each (10 Marks) 

Short answer questions: 6 questions of 5 marks each (30 Marks) 

Essay questions:  2 questions of 10 marks each (20 marks) 

online resources 

https://internetshakespeare.uvic.ca/ 

http://shakespeare.mit.edu/ 

http://web.mit.edu/shakespeare/asia/  

https://globalshakespeares.mit.edu/  


