
















LEC5015 Post Secular Feminism 

Course Code LEC5015 Semester  -- 

Course Title Post Secular Feminism 

Credits 3 Type Elective 

Course Description 

The recent writings of Judith Butler, Rosi Braidotti and Saba Mahmood have marked the post secular turn 

in feminism. Post secular feminism seeks to interrogate Eurocentric conceptualizations of agency and to go 

beyond its limitations. This new mode of thinking has had radical theoretical and political implications. 

However, its conceptualization of agency as detached from autonomy has also triggered sharp critical 

responses from the secularist camp. This course is an attempt at acquainting the students with this recent 

turn in feminist studies, urging them to explore its valence in their own socio-literary and philosophical 

enquiries and equipping them to engage with it critically.  

Course Outcome 

The course anticipates the following outcomes: 

1. Familiarise the students with the context and premises of the post secular turn in political theory 

2. Introduce seminal texts inaugurating the post secular turn in feminism 

3. Familiarise the pioneering feminist anthropological enquiries undertaken from faith positions 

4. Introduce the students to critiques of post secular feminism from the liberal-secular vantage point 

Course Structure 

The following is a detailed syllabus. The course instructor will select not less than 2 texts from each module 

for study and discussion and prepare the Course File each time the course is offered and the rest of the 

texts will be for non-detailed study. 

Module I: The Post Secular Turn 

The Module will introduce some of the major contemporary thinkers whose writings have inaugurated the 

post secular turn in political theory, such as Jugen Habermas and Talal Asad. 

 Charles Hirschkind. “Is There A Secular Body?” 

 Jürgen Habermas. “Notes on Post-Secular Society” 

 Talal Asad. “Introduction: Thinking about Secularism” in Formations of the Secular pp. 1-17.  

 Wendy Brown. “Introduction” Is Critique Secular? Blasphemy, Injury, and Free Speech  

Module II: What is Post Secular Feminism?  

Freedom from the shackles of oppressive faith was foremost on the agenda of secular feminism. Post 

secular feminism challenges some of the premises and convictions of secular feminism. This Module 

introduces some seminal essays that have marked the post secular turn in feminism.  

 Braidotti, Rosi. “In Spite of the Times: The Postsecular Turn in Feminism” 

 D.T.M Llewellyn. “Secular and Religious Feminisms: A Future of Disconnection?”  

 Judith Butler. “Sexual politics, torture, and secular”  

 Nandini Deo. “Post secular Feminism: Religion and Gender in Transnational Context” in 

Postsecular Feminisms 

Module III: Anthropological/Sociological Enquiries  

Feminist anthropological and sociological enquiries, particularly since the 1990s, have unsettled some of 

liberal-secular feminism’s fundamental assumptions about feminist priorities and agenda. Western 

feminism’s conceptualisation of agency as being synonymous with liberty have been critiqued by 

ethnographers like Saba Mahmood, who have studied the experiences of women from faith positions. This 

Module will introduce some of these post secular feminist enquiries. 
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 Joan Wallach Scott. “Sexual Emancipation” in Sex and Secularism  

 R Santhosh. “Beyond the Binaries of Islamic and the Secular: Muslim Women’s Voices in 

Contemporary India” in Postsecular Feminisms 

 Sarah Bracke. “Conjugating the Modern/Religious, Conceptualizing Female Religious 

Agency: Contours of a ‘Post-Secular’ Conjuncture”  

 Saba Mahmood. “The Subject of Freedom” Chapter 1 of Politics of Piety pp. 1-39.  

Module IV: Critiques/Limits  

Post Secular feminist conceptualisation of agency has come in for sharp criticism mostly from the liberal 

secular camp. This Module would look at some of the limits and critiques of post secular feminism.  

 Afiya Shehrbano Zia “Why I Am Not A Post secular Feminist: Pakistan, Polio and the 

Postsecular” in Postsecular Feminisms 

 Rosa Vasilaki. “The Politics of Post secular Feminism” 

 Sadiya Abbas “The Echo Chamber of Freedom”  

Texts and Reading Materials 

 Abbas, Sadiya. “The Echo Chamber of Freedom: The Muslim Woman and the Pretext of Agency” 

o Boundary 2 40.1 (2013): 155-189. 

 Asad, Talal. Formations of the Secular: Christianity, Islam, Modernity. Stanford UP, 2003. 

 Bracke, Sarah. “Conjugating the Modern/Religious, Conceptualizing Female Religious Agency:  

o Contours of a ‘Post-Secular’ Conjuncture” Theory Culture & Society 25.6 (2008): 51-67. 

 Braidotti, Rosi. “In Spite of the Times: The Postsecular Turn in Feminism” Theory, Culture& Society.  

o 25.6 (2008): 1-24. 

 Butler, Charles. Sexual Politics, Torture and Secular Time” British Journal of Sociology 59.1 (2008): 1-

23. 

 Deo, Nandini, ed. Postsecular Feminisms: Religion and Gender in Transnational Context. Bloomsbury, 

o 2018. 

 Habermas, “Notes on Post-Secular Society” New Perspectives Quarterly 25.4 (2008): 17-29.  

 Hirschkind, Charles. Cultural Anthropology 26.4 (2011):633 – 647. 

 Gourgouris, Stathis. Lessons in Secular Criticism. Fordham UP, 2013.  

 Llewellyn , D., & Trzebiatowska, M. (2013). “Secular and religious feminisms: a future of 

o disconnection?” Feminist Theology 21.3 (2013): 244-258. doi.org/10.1177/0966735013484220 

 Mahmood, Saba. “Secularism, Hermeneutics and Empire” Public Culture 18.2 (2006): 323-47. 

 Mahmood, Saba. Politics of Piety. Princeton UP, 2005. 

 Mendieta, Eduardo and Jonathan VanAntwerpen, eds. The Power of Religion in the Public Sphere. 

Columbia UP, 2011. 

 Scott, John Wallach. Sex and Secularism. Princeton UP, 2017.  

 Taylor, Charles. A Secular Age, Harvard UP, 2007. 

 Vasilaki, Rosa. “The Politics of Postsecular Feminism” Theory, Culture and Society (2015): 1-22. 

Internal assessment 

Internal assessment for 40 marks will comprise the following units: midterm test (20), Seminar (10) 

and Classroom Participation (10) 

End Semester Assessment 

The End-Semester Assessment for 60 marks will comprise: 

Short essay: 5 questions of 6 marks each (30 Marks) 

Long essay:  2 questions of 15 marks each (30 marks) 

 


