
















LEC 5010 Indian Diaspora Literature 

Course Code LEC 5010 Semester  -- 

Course Title Indian Diaspora Literature 

Credits 3 Type Elective 

Course Description 

This course aims to study the experience of the Indians in diaspora through a critical analysis of literature, 

primarily fiction, written in English or translated into English. This course discusses the historic phases, 

scholarly approaches, and major diaspora concerns as well as the homeland response  to the Indian 

diaspora. 

Course Outcome 

By the end of the course, the students should be able to:  

1. analyze the major themes in the writings of the Indian diaspora,  

2. compare and contrast the concerns of different Indian diasporas, and 

3. distinguish between the different phases of Indian diaspora,  

4. discinterpret the major critical terms associated with diaspora  

5. evaluate the changes in the perception of Indian diaspora from within and outside. 

Course Structure 

The following is a detailed syllabus. The course instructor will select two texts from each module for 

detailed study and prepare the Course File each time the course is offered and the rest of the texts will be 

for non-detailed study. 

Module I: Introduction to Diaspora Studies 

This module will try to understand the phenomenon of diaspora and its contemporary implications by 

critically examining the contentious issues and concepts in the discipline. 

 Introduction to Diaspora (Robin Cohen) 

 Ananya Jahanara Kabir - “Diasporas, Literature and Literary Studies” (Knott & McLoughlin) 

 Anjali Sahay – “Indian Diaspora in the United States and Brain Gain” (Sahoo& Maharaj) 

 Ganesh, Kamala. “Definitions, concepts and theoretical debates” (Ganesh) 

 Khachig Tölölyan - “The Nation-State and its Others” (Sahoo& Maharaj) 

 Martin Baumann – “Diaspora: Genealogies of Semantics and Transcultural Comparison” (Sahoo& 

Maharaj) 

 William Safran – “Jewish Diaspora in a Comparative and Theoretical Perspective” (Sahoo& 

Maharaj) 

Module I: Indian Indenture diaspora  

This unit analyses the major writings and concerns of the early Indian indenture diaspora, mainly to the 

British and Dutch plantations, and the people who have remained there 

 Brij Lal – Chalo Jahaji 

 Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni. Mistress of Spices 

 Meena Alexander – Manhattan Music 

 Sandhu Binning – No More Watno Dur  

 V.S. Naipaul. A House for Mr. Biswas 

 Yasmin Ladha – Lion’s Daughter 

Module III: Indian Diaspora Writings from the West 

This unit analyses the major writings and concerns of the diaspora of Indian professionals to the more 

affluent countries in the west. 
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 Anita Rau Badami – Tamarind Mem 

 Bharati Mukherjee – Jasmine 

 Dhan Gopal Mukherji – Caste and Outcast 

 Hanif Khureshi – The Buddha of Suburbia 

 Jhumpa Lahiri, Interpreter of Maladies 

 Rohinton Mistry – Tales of Firozshah Baag 

Module IV: Indian Diaspora Writings from the Middle East 

This unit analyses the major writings and concerns of the diaspora of Indian expatriates to the Middle East.  

 Ali Mostafa. Dir. City of Life (film) 

 Benyamin. Goat Days 

 Deepak Unnikrishnan – Temporary People 

 Khadija Mumtaz - Barsa 

 Neha Vohra – Impossible Citizens: Dubai’s Indian Diaspora 

Two texts from each module will be selected for detailed study and will be prescribed in the c ourse file. 

Key terms 

acculturation, alienation, assimilation, borderlands, creolization, diaspora, diasporic consciousness, double 

diaspora, exile, first generation diaspora, second generation diaspora, homecoming, homeland, host land, 

hybridity, in-betweenness, incipient diaspora, integration, multiculturalism, multi -rootedness, nostalgia, 

oxytopy, push factors, pull factors, rhizome, transnationalism, triple diaspora, victimhood.  

Internal assessment 

Internal assessment for 40 marks will comprise of the following units: midterm test (20), seminar 

presentation (10), Quiz (5), and classroom exercises (5). 

End Semester Assessment 

The End-Semester Assessment for 60 marks will comprise of  

Objective Questions:  10 questions of 1 mark each (10 Marks) 

Short answer questions: 6 questions of 5 marks each (30 Marks) 

Essay questions:  2 questions of 10 marks each (20 marks) 

Texts  

 Cohen, Robin and Fischer, Carolin. (Eds.) Routledge Handbook of Diaspora Studies.  

 Ganesh, Kamala - Sociology of the Indian Diaspora http://socp11.epgpbooks.inflibnet.ac.in/ 

 Hegde, Radha S. and Sahoo, Ajaya Kumar. (Eds.) Routledge Handbook of the Indian Diaspora.  

 Knott, Kim and McLoughlin. Diasporas: Concepts, Intersections, Identities. 

 Lal, Brij V. The Encyclopaedia of Indian Diaspora  

 Sahoo, Ajaya Kumar; Maharaj, Brij (Eds). Sociology of Diaspora: A Reader (2 Vols). 

 Stierstorfer, Klaus and Wilson, Janet. Eds. The Routledge Diaspora Studies Reader.  

 Story, Joanna and Walker, Iain. Impact of Diasporas.  

Supplementary References 

 Beall, Jo. (1990). ‗Women under Indenture in Colonial Natal, 1860-1911‘, in Colin Clarke et al. (eds), 

South Asians Overseas: Migration and Ethnicity, pp. 57-74. Cambridge: Cambridge UP. 

http://www.cambridge.org/us/academic/subjects/sociology/sociology-race-andethnicity/south-asians-

overseas-migration-and-ethnicity  

 Jayaram, N. (2003), ‗The Politics of ―Cultural Renaissance‖ among Indo-Trinidadians‘, in Bhikhu 

Parekh, Gurharpal Singh, and Steven Vertovec (eds), Culture and Economy in the Indian Diaspora. 

London and New York: Routledge, pp. 123-41. http://www.cairn-int.info/article-E_REMI_222_0179--

bhikhu-parekh-gurharpalsingh-steven.htm  
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 Niranjana, Tejaswini. (2006), Mobilizing India: Women, Music, and Migration between India and 

Trinidad. Durham: Duke UP. http://www.lindenwood.edu/jigs/docs/volume1Issue1/bookReviews/149-

150.pdf  

 Percot, Marie (2006) ―Indian Nurses in the Gulf: Two Generations of Female Migration‖, South Asia 

Research, Vol. 26 (1), pp. 41-62 https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr /halshs-00004458/document  

 Sahay, Anjali. (2009). Indian Diaspora in the United States: Brain Drain Or Gain? Lanham: Lexington 

Books. http://grfdt.com/PublicationDetails.aspx?Type=Book%20Review&TabId=22  

 Saran, P (1985). Asian Indian Experience in the United States. New Delhi: Vikas Publishing House. 

http://www.grfdt.com/PublicationDetails.aspx?Type=Book%20Review&TabId=3  

 Therwath, Ingrid. 2011. ‗The Indian State and the Diaspora: Towards a New Political Model‘ in Eric 

Leclerc (ed.), Political Models and Actors of the Indian Diaspora, pp. 185-201. New Delhi: Manohar. 

http://www.researchgate.net/publication/261876245_International_and_transnational_political_actors

._Cases_studies_from_the_Indian_diaspora  

 Vertovec, Steven (1995) ‗Indian indentured migration to the Caribbean‘ in Robin Cohen (ed.) The 

Cambridge survey of world migration, Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 57–62 

http://www.cambridge.org/us/academic/subjects/sociology/demography-socialstatistics/cambridge-

survey-world-migration  

 Vertovec, Steven. (1992), Hindu Trinidad: Religion, Ethnicity and Socio-economic Change. London: 

Macmillan. http://trove.nla.gov.au/work/21071251?q&versionId=25083506  
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