
















LEC 5003 Contours of Modernity 

Course Code LEC 5003 Semester  -- 

Course Title Contours of Modernity 

Credits 3 (Course duration 120 Hours) Type Elective 

Course Description: 

This course familiarizes students the problematics and intersections of modernity. While focusing on the 

origins, implications and debates within and around western modernity, the course specifically focus on 

diverse aspects of alternative and multiple modernities in the postcolonial and vernacular contexts. The 

readings basically include the writings of philosophers, contemporary historians, political scientists, 

anthropologists and cultural theorists. The course would forground the political valence of modernity 

engaging the categories of analysis pertaining to caste, marginality and minoritarian writings. Different 

modules will focus on Western, non-Western, Indian and Kerala modernities within specific conjectures and 

contours of modernity.  

Course Outcome:  

By the end of the course, the learners will be able to: 

1. Critique the dominant/ western/ Enlightenment notions on modernities. 

2. Critically engage the non-western and postcolonial responses to Modernity. 

3. Understand modernities in the national, regional and vernacular contexts.  

4. Examine the interstices between caste, everyday life and modernity. 

Course Structure and Content:  

Students are expected to read texts for detailed study in advance and be prepared for discussion in the 

class. The course instructor will choose any three texts of his/her choice for detailed study from each 

module in the beginning of the semester and the rest of the texts will be for non-detailed study. 

Module I: Modernity and Enlightenment 

 The module introduces the concept and legacy of Enlightenment with a focus on the foundational writings 

of philosophers and thinkers who contributed to the discourses on Modernity. It also includes distinctive 

ways and approaches of critical thinkers on modernity and its discontents.  

 Immanuel Kant: “What is Enlightenment?”  

 Michel Foucault: “What is Enlightenment?” (From The Foucault Reader 32) 

 Adorno and Horkheimer: “The Concept of Enlightenment” (From Dialectic of Enlightenment 1-

34)  

 Jurgen Habermas:  “Modernity- an Incomplete Project” (NATC 1748-59) 

 Zygmunt Bauman:  “Liquid Modernity Revisited” 

Module II: Alternative Modernities 

 This module drives home alternative notions of modernity by non-western thinkers across the world. It 

also represents multiple and perspectival versions on modernity with reference to Africa, South Asia and 

Latin America.  

 Arjun Appadurai: “Here and Now” (From Modernity at Large 1-26)  

 Paul Gilroy:  “The Black Atlantic as a Counterculture of Modernity” (From The 

Black Atlantic 1-40) 

 Walter Mignolo: “Introduction: Coloniality-The Darker Side of Western Modernity” 

(From The Darker Side of Western Modernity 1-24)  

 Dilip Gaonkar:  “On Alternative Modernities” (From Alternative Modernity 1-18)  
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 Arif Dirlik:  “The Cultural and Political Predicament of Global Modernity” (From 

Humanities Circle, “The Public Intellectual” 55-92).  

Module III: The Nation and Modernity  

This module contextualises the notions of modernity within Indian Subcontinent. It also reflects on the 

contributions of select thinkers with their different and distinctive engagements with nationalism, the 

question of caste, democracy and modernity.  

 M. K. Gandhi: Hind Swaraj 

 B. R. Ambedkar:  Annihilation of Caste 

 Gopal Guru:  “Dalits in Pursuit of Modernity” (From India: Another Millennium 123-

136)  

 Dipesh Chakrabarty:  “Subaltern Histories and Post-Enlightenment Rationalism” (From 

Habitations of Modernity 20-37)  

 Javeed Alam: “Beyond Enlightenment: Democratising Modernity” (From Social 

Scientist Volume 37 2009 16-31)  

Module IV: Kerala Modernity  

This module particularly focuses on Kerala modernity. It follows the most recent debates and 

conversations on Kerala Modernity foregrounding the issues of caste, gender and public sphere. While 

doing so, it problematises and critiques the dominant narratives and cultures of the malayalee Public 

Sphere.  

 J. Devika:  “The Triumph of the Malayalee Male Critic” (From Woman 

Writing=ManReading?) 

 Sanal Mohan: “Introduction” to Modernity of Slavery 

 Shiju Sam Varughese:  “Colonial Intellectuals, Public Sphere and Promises of Modernity” 

(From Kerala Modernity)  

 Udaya Kumar: “The Degree Zero of Difference” (From Writing the First Person)  

 Pradeepan Pampirikunnu:  “Nationalism, Modernity, Keralaness: A Subaltern   

Critique” (From No Alphabet in Sight) 
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Continuous Assessment  

Continuous Evaluation for 40 marks will be distributed in three to four components which will be 

distributed through the semester. 

End Semester Assessment 

The End-Semester Assessment for 60 marks will comprise of:  

Essay questions:  2 questions of 15 marks each (30 marks) 

Short answer questions: 6 questions of 5 marks each (30 Marks) 

 

 


