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GIR 5009 WEST ASIA IN INTERNATIONAL POLITICS
Course Rationale

West Asia has witnessed several wars and attempts for peace after the Second World War.
The availability of oil, the engine of the modern industrialized world, has made this region
vital for regional as well as external powers. Local conflict in the region therefore
immediately invites the attention of external powers. This course, therefore, seeks to cover
the issues of war and peace in this region. This will familiarize the students with the politics

of war, religious and ethnic conflicts and the role of the external powers.
Course Outcomes

On completion of this course, students will be able to interpret the issues of importance in
West Asia. They will display a nuanced understanding of the Arab Israeli conflict and the
role of external powers as well as the relations between India and the region. They will be

able to map out the role of oil in the region.

Course Contents

1. Characteristics of the region-Democracy, minorities, Religion and Politics

2. The Geopolitical Location: Creation of the Middle East State System by the British and French
designs after the First World War. Emergence and development of Arab nationalism. The First
World War and how it brought about the end of the Ottoman Empire. Situation after WW I
West Asia during the Cold War: Iran-lraq War, First Gulf War

Oil Politics in West Asia

The Role of External Powers: US, Soviet Union/Russia, China

o v o~ w

The Arab-Israeli conflict: Zionism and Origins; the Wars of 1967 and 1973, the PLO, Hamas
and Hezbollah, Intifada; The peace process

7. Political Systems in West Asia

8. Recent Issues in West Asian Politics: Political Islam and The Arab Spring; ISIS

9. West Asia and India

10. Challenges to Peace and Security in West Asia
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