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GIR 5008: AFRICA IN WORLD AFFAIRS
Course Rationale

This course examines the international politics of mainly sub-Saharan Africa since independence.
It looks at the emergence of African states as independent actors and the degree of cooperation
and conflict among them. It will also look at the location of the continent in the international
economic order. After a briefing on the Cold War and its implications, the paper will look at the
nature of conflict within Africa and the circumstances in which outside intervention took place. It
will also look at how African states have evolved regional organisations to meet the new
international environment. The learner will gain knowledge about the geography and international
politics of Africa and identify the limitations of studying the region by using conventional IR
theory and tools .

Course Outcome

On completion of this course, the learners will possess a broad understanding of the roles that
enslavement, colonialism and the Cold War played in the development of modern governance
structures, politics and socio-economic development policies in Africa. They will be able to
critically explain the theoretical and conceptual underpinnings of African International Relations
and identify Africa- related issue areas and analyze them from conceptual and theoretical
perspectives. Finally, they will be able to employ IR-oriented methodological skills/tools to
analyze African International Relations.

Contents

Decolonisation and Independence - Sovereignty and Statehood - . Conflict and cooperation
amongst African states—

Africa and the International Order. Africa and the colonial powers — France- UK Africa and the
superpowers — USA and EU

Africa and international organisations. Cold war interventions. Africa and the international
division of labour

A liberal project in Africa? Africa and global civil society An African Renaissance? The AU and
NEPAD

Humanitarian intervention and peacebuildingAfrican interventionism New conflicts in Africa.
Global markets, Natural resources and Africa- China and Africa. ‘the war against terror’, India and
Africa — Africa’s strategic issues



