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GIR 5102: Indian Government and Politics 

Course Rationale 

Studying political institutions and processes is indispensable for an exhaustive 
understanding of democracies. While institutions are often studied as parts of the state 
apparatus, this course is an effort to place them within the shared common space of 
democracy, which is created by the exchanges and interactions among institutions. The 
learners are expected to gain a basic knowledge on the Indian constitution and its working. 
Field trips to the sites of democratic policy making including to Indian Parliament, Kerala 
Legislative Assembly, Supreme Court and High Courts are encouraged to obtain firsthand 
experience of the working of these institutions 

Course outcomes 

Upon completion of the course leaners will be able to: 

Understand the foundational ideas of the Indian Constitution 
Understand and analyse the philosophy of Indian constitution 
Understand the governmental institutions and its functioning and inter-relationships 
Evaluate the nature and conduct of Centre-State relations in India 
 

Course Contents 

1.  Foundational Ideas of the Indian Constitution 

a.  Evolution of constitutional ideas -  Constituent Assembly Debates  

b.  Transformative Constitutionalism in Post-Colonial Context  

2.  Governmental Institutions: Functioning and Inter-Relationships  

 a. Legislature: Issues of Representation and Diversity; Functioning, 
 Parliamentary Committees and Privileges  

b.  Executive: Coalition Governments and Changing Role of President and 
Prime Minister  

 c. Judiciary: Judicial Review, Judicial Independence, Judicial Activism 
and Judicial Accountability 

 d.  Issues of Institutional Supremacy and the Debate on Basic Structure   
 Doctrine  

3.  Federalism  

 a.  Union-State Relations – cooperative federalism 



 b.  Accommodation of Diversity – autonomy arrangements  

 c.  Intergovernmental Mechanisms 

4.  Local Self Government  

 a.  Panchayats 

 b.  Municipalities  

5.  Rule of Law, Rights and Accountability  

a. Rule of Law, Debates on Extraordinary Laws, and Civil Liberties, Armed 
Forces Special Powers Act  

b.  Institutional Mechanisms: The National Human Rights Commission, The 
 National Commission for Scheduled Castes, The National Commission for 
 Scheduled Tribes, The National Commission for Minorities, Central  
 Information Commission, The Women’s Commission, Union Finance 
Commission, Central Vigilance Commission   

6. Caste and the Politics of Social Justice- Debate over secularism- Separatism in Kashmir 
and the Northeast- Quotas for women   

 


