


















Syllabus: LCL7102 2016 

Department of Comparative Literature, Central University of Kerala, Kasargod  1 

LCL7101: Research Methodology 
 

Title of the Course Research Methodology Course Code ECL7101 

Course credits  4 Tutorial Hours: 0 

Lecture Hours: 4 Practical Hours: 4 

Instructor Dr. Joseph Koyippally; Efthikar Ahamad B Office By appointment 

Course Description 

The course proposes to introduce the students to the meaning, types, tools, strategies and mechanics of 
academic research in literature and equip them to face various challenges in writing and critical thinking at 
the research level. The course is practice-oriented aiming at honing the skills of effective reading, 
organization of thoughts and ideas and coherent writing for the purpose of academic research. Besides 
focusing on preparation of the research thesis, this course will also provide hands-on experience in preparing 
research proposals and conference/journal papers. This course familiarizes the student with MLA style which 
is used especially for research in humanities, and with research in Comparative Literary Studies. 

Course Objectives 

By the End of this course, the student is expected to distinguish between methodology, epistemology and 
ontological concerns; design research work systematically; distinguish between different types and 
mechanics of literary research work; employ the tools and strategies of academic research in literary studies; 
collect and process research material methodically and systematically; exploit the resources of computer, 
Internet and word processing for research; develop the skills of effective reading and writing for the purpose 
of academic research; and document and compile bibliography following the MLA style.  

Course Schedule 

Unit No Topic 

Module 1: Method 

1 1 Introduction 

2 2 Defining Research Problem 

3 3 Research Design 

4 4 Interpretation and Report Writing 

Module 2: Stylesheet 

5 1 Research, Writing, Plagiarism 

6 2 Mechanics of Writing 

7 3 Format of Research, Guides to Writing 

8 4 Documentation and Citation 

Module 3: Literary Research 

9 1 Sources (online and printed), Computer 

10 2 Textual Scholarship and Book History 

11 3 Literary Research: history, theory, interdisciplinary Studies 

12 4 Literary Research: Media, translation 

Module 4: Critical Approaches 

13 1 Historical, Biographical, Philosophical approaches 

14 2 Formalist, Psychological, Mythological, Archetypal approaches 

15 3 Feminist, Gender Studies, Cultural Studies approaches 

16 4 Comparative, Structuralist, Deconstructive approaches 

Attendance and Presentations, Submissions 

A minimum of 75% of attendance is necessary to be eligible to sit in the End Semester Examination.  

Presentations are to be made on the days in which they are scheduled. No postonement / exchange is 
permitted. 

Consultation: By prior appointment 

Texts 

Correa, Delia da Sousa & W. R. Owens. The Handbook to Literary Research. Taylor & Francis, 2009. 
Gibaldi, Joseph. MLA Handbook for writers of Research Papers. New Delhi: EWP, 2009 (7th edition).  
Guerin, Wilfred L. et.al. A Handbook to Critical Approaches to Literature. OUP: New York 2005. (5th Edition) 
Kothari, CR. Research Methodology: Methods and Techniques. New Age International, 2009.  

Examination: (Total 100 marks) 

Continuous Evaluation: 40 Marks; End Semester Evaluation:  60 marks 


