


















 

LEC 5402 Culture, Society and Marginality 

Course Description: 

This course introduces the fundamental concepts and principles of the discipline called Cultural 
Studies by bringing together various lineages and perspectives that comprise contemporary 
cultural analysis. It weaves together some of the major foundational theoretical texts that had 
informed and enriched the field of Cultural Studies. The texts prescribed in this course will act as 
structural maps that guide the learners to theorise their own familiar plane of lived experiences 
and cultural discourses. The course also includes some of the key texts in the context of 
postcolonial and Indian context. By the end of the course the learners are expected to form their 
own judgement and pathways to understand the issues of representation, power, marginality and 
hegemony; problematise and theorise the concept of culture; make critical and specific reading of 
the contemporary cultural texts and discourses; elucidate the meaning making processes involved 
in everyday life experiences; understand the mechanism of ideology and subject formation etc.  

(A minimum of 4-5 texts will be chosen from each module by the course instructor for detailed 
study and the rest of the texts would be for non-detailed study and recommended reading) 

Module I    

Antonio Gramsci, From Prison Notebooks 

Raymond Williams, From Marxism and Literature 

Stuart Hall, “Notes on Deconstructing the Popular” 

Roland Barthes, From Mythologies 

Michel Foucault, From History of Sexuality / From Discipline and Punish 

Walter Benjamin, From Illuminations 

Adorno and Horkheimer, From Dialectic of Enlightenment  

Pierre Bourdieu. “Field of Power, Literary Field and Habitus”  

Cornel West, “The New Cultural Politics of Difference”  

Slavoj Zizek, “Cultural Studies Vs. The Third Culture” 

Module II     

Frantz Fanon, From The Wretched of the Earth 

M. K. Gandhi: From Hind Swaraj 

Edward Said From Culture and Imperialism 

Homi Bhabha From The Location of Culture 

B. R. Ambedkar, Annhilation of Caste 

Ngugi wa Thiongo: From Decolonizing English 

Derek Walcott: Excepts from The Muse of History 

Paul Gilroy, From The Black Atlantic 

Ashish Nandi, The Twilight of the Certitudes: Secularism,  

Amartya Sen, From The Argumentative Indian 

Sudipta Kaviraj, “Capitalism and the Cultural Process 



Madava Prasad, “Cinema and the Desire for Moderinity” 

Ranajit Guha, On Some Aspects of Historiography 

Dipesh Chakrabarty, From Provincialising Europe 

Module III   

Thomas King, “Godzilla vs. Postcolonial” 

Talal Azad, From On Suicide Bombing 

Adrienne Rich: Manifesto: Three Classic Essays on How to Change the World 

bell hooks, “An Aesthetic of Blackness: Strange and Opposotional” 

Deleuze and Guattari, “Kafka: Towards a Minor Literature” 

Aamir Mufti, From Enlightenment in the Colony  

Mudrooroo, “White forms, Aboriginal Content” 

Achelle Mbembe. On the Postcolony 

Module IV   

Susie Tharu and Satyanarayana. Ed. From No Alphabets in Sight  

Susie Tharu and Satyanarayana Ed. From Steel Nibs are Sprouting 

Dasan M. et al. Ed. From Oxford India Anthology of Malayalam Dalit Writing 

Ravikumar & Azhagarasan Ed. From Oxford India Anthology of Tamil Dalit Writing 

Gita Ramaswamy et al. Ed. From Oxford India Anthology of Telugu Dalit Writing 

Ganesh Devi. From Painted Words/  

Sanal Mohan From Modernity of Slavery 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


