


















 

LEC 5401 English Language and Linguistics 

The course explores the phonetics, history and structure of the English language. By comparing 
the traditional view with the contemporary understanding of the development of language, it 
critically traces its growth from an island language to a world language and critically examines the 
changes in its vocabulary, syntax and semantic properties. The objective of this course is to 
familiarize the learners with the historical and sociological factors in the growth of the English 
language, its phonetics, and Phonology, nature of language and linguistic change, language 
families, Old English, Middle English, Modern English, semantics changes which enriched its 
vocabulary. Introduction to the history, development and structure of English language helps 
postgraduate students to appreciate the language in terms of its phonetic, orthographic, syntactic 
and semantic structures.  A thorough understanding of the workings of the language is essential 
for any literature student. Some of the components of the course will be done in the English 
language lab. 

Module I: History of Language and Language Families 

Introduction to Linguistics 

Language, language families 

Old English 

Middle English 

Module II: Structure of English I  

Evolution of Modern English 

Phonetics and phonology 

Phonetic features, transcription 

Morphology 

Module III: Structure of English II 

Grammar 

Syntax II 

Semantics 

Pragmatics, Semiotics 

Module IV: Contemporary English 

Internationalisation of English 

English and Applied Linguistics 

Word-formation in Modern English 

World Englishes today/ English in India 

 

 

 

 


