


















 

LEC 5301 Indian Writing in English  

Course Description  

The course aims at introducing the students to the significant and burgeoning body of literature 

produced in English in India and by the diaspora over a century and a half, spanning the latter 

half of the 19th century to the contemporary times. The focus of the course will be on questions 

of language, authenticity, readership, gender, caste, class and community identities, nation, 

secularism, marketing etc., which these writings raise/problematize. The students will be 

encouraged to perceive the ambivalences, anxieties, tensions and possibilities within a diverse 

spectrum of literatures and cultures homogenised under the rubric of Indian Writing in English.  

The course instructor will select two to four texts from each module for detailed study. The rest 
of the texts will be marked for recommended reading during that particular semester.  

Module I: Poetry 

Sarojini Naidu:  “Alabaster” 
Toru Dutt:   “Our Casuarina Tree” 

Kamala Das:   “An Introduction” 
AK Ramanujan:  “A River” 
Jayant Mahapatra:  “Hunger” 
Meena Kandasamy    “Mulligatawny Dreams” 
Mamang Dai          “This Summer-The Cicada’s Song” 
Menka Shivdasani   “The woman who speaks to milk pots”  
Vikram Seth         “Dubious” 
Jeet Thayyil         “Malayalam’s Ghazal” 
 
Module II: Fiction 

 

Mulk Raj Anand:            Untouchable 

Shashi Deshpande:        That Long Silence 

Salman Rushdie  Midnight’s Children 

Amitav Ghosh:             The Shadow Lines 

Arundhati Roy:             The God of Small Things 

 Kavita Daswani:          For Matrimonial Purposes 

Manu joseph             Serious Men 

 

Module III: Drama/Film 

 

Manjula Padmanabhan:  Harvest  

Mahesh Dattani:   Final Solutions 

Poile Sengupta   Thus Spake Shoorpanakha, So Said Shakuni 

Dipa Mehta dir.  Fire 

Pamela Rooks dir.         Dance like a Man 

Aparna Sen dir.             Mr and Mrs Iyer 

Ashutosh Gowariker dir.  Lagaan 

 



Module IV: Prose/Theory 

 

Rabindranath Tagore:                   “Nationalism in India” 
Rajeswari Sunder Rajan:               “Writing in English in India, again”  
K. Satchidanandan:        “Indianising English” 
Sunil Khilnani:                               “Who is an Indian?” (from The Idea of India) 

Jawaharlal Nehru  “The Importance of the National Idea” (from The Discovery of 
India) 

Gandhi  “The Gita and Satyagraha” (from The Writings of Gandhi Ed. 
Ronald Duncan)  

Amartya Sen:                “Indian Tradition and the Western Imagination” 

Ashis Nandy                    “The Uncolonized Mind: A Post-Colonial View of India and the 
West”  

Meenakshi Mukherjee:  “Anxiety of Indianness: Our Novels in English” 

GJV Prasad:    “The Strange Case of the Indian English Novel” 

Ramachandra  Guha.   “The Rise and Fall of the Bilingual Intellectual” 

Susie Tharu & Anita Devasia   “Englishing Indulekha” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


