


















 

LEC 5018 Malayalam Literature in Translation 

The concept of ‘regional literatures’ has gained currency in the postcolonial, subaltern and Dalit 
debates that foregrounded the hitherto neglected literary cultures within the academic space of 
the English Departments across India during 70s. With the emergence of cultural studies in the 
90s, however, regional literatures assumed a novel significance as they provided material for new 
insights into the functioning, traditions, modalities and significations of the regions. The 
relevance and import of such an attempt has never been in doubt since the boundaries of the 
region were increasingly seen as ever expanding. This also gave rise to the region-specific studies 
that argued that the colonial, Euro- centric or nation-centered literary as well as historic analyses 
might need a rethinking as they no more could be applied to region-specific literary and historic 
events, texts and movements. The course in question, while making texts written in Malayalam 
available in English, to a wider readership, attempts to situate Kerala ’s regional writing in the 
context of the regional studies and scholarship from across India. The new modalities now 
available for critically examine regional texts would hopefully help the cause of generating serious 
academic engagement and scholarship on regions and their literary cultures. The classical 
language status that Malayalam has been accorded with throws open newer avenues of better 
visibility and engagement for texts and their contexts emanating from Kerala.  

Course Modules: 

The course has 5 modules (18 days minus weekends) spanning over a period of 90 days (one 
semester) Each module will take up the texts mentioned after the module description for 
discussions. 

Module I 

The Fallen Flower – Kumaran Asan 

Where is John? and Ghasal – Balachandran Chullikkad 

To the pall-Bearers – A. Ayyappan 

The Gospel for Dalits – Kaviyoor Murali 

Imperfect, The Mad and Rip Van Vingle – K.Satchidanandan 

The Rats – N.V. Krishna Varrier 

Group Photo – S. Joseph 

Mothers        - M.B. Manoj 

About My Race – Poykayil Appachan 

Module II 

Indulekha – Chandumenon 

The Legends of Khasak  - O. V. Vijayan 

The Second Turn – M.T. Vasudevan Nair 

Pathuma’s Goat – Vaikkom Muhammad Basheer  

Bovine Bugles – V.K.N. 

Delhi – M. Mukundan 

The Tales of Athiranipadam – S K Pottekkad 

Goat Days-- Benyamin 



Hang Woman – K R Meera  

Module III 

The World Renowned Nose –  Vaikkom Muhammad Basheer 

The wounds of the Soul   -  T. Padmanabhan 

Once Upon a Time          -  Zakaria 

Higuita                             -  N.S. Madhavan 

Madness                          -  C. Ayyappan   

Death Sentence for the Good –  P. Padmarajan 

Module IV  

Nadugadhika – K.J Baby 

Behold ! He Comes Again – C J Thomas 

Dreamhunt – A Santhakumar 

Capital – Thopil Bhasi 

My Story – Kamala Surayya 

The Autobiography of a Sex Worker – Nalini Jameela 

Amen – The Autobiography of a Nun – Sister Jesme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


