


















 

LEC 5011 Children’s Literature  

Course Description: 

The course attempts an academic approach to children’s literature from a comparative literature 
perspective. It aims at developing an understanding of the history, traditions, features and the 
various sub genres of literature written for children and young adults (such as Poetry, Fairy & 
Folk Tales, Fiction, Film etc.). Western and non-western children’s texts are included in each 
module keeping in mind the comparative approach of the course. Issues of race and gender 
stereotyping, problems of categorisation, the paradigm shifts in conceptualising the child, the 
socio-cultural locations of the texts and the problematic of representation etc. will constitute the 
chief areas of discussion.   

The course instructor will select two to four texts from each module for detailed reading. The 
remaining texts will be marked for recommended reading during that semester.  

Module I Poetry  

Lewis Carroll “Jabberwocky” 

Robert Louis Stevenson  “The Land of Counterpane”  

Nissim Ezekiel “The Professor”  

Rabindranath Tagore “I Cannot Remember my Mother”  

Moniza Alvi “Presents from my Aunts in Pakistan” 

Eku McGred “African Child”  

William Blake “The Lamb”   

Edward Lear  "The Owl and the Pussy-Cat" 

John Keats “There was a Naughty Boy” 

Ogden Nash “Morning Prayer” 

Rabindranath Tagore   “I Cannot Remember my Mother” 

Imtiaz Dharker “Blessing” 

Kunjunni select poems 

Module II Folk/Fairy Tales 

Beauty and the Beast Stories 

Cinderella Stories  

Hansel and Gretel Stories  

The Little Red Riding Hood Stories  

Snow White Stories  

(All stories to be selected from The Classic Fairy Tales ed. By Maria Tatar) 

Selections from Politically Correct Bedtime Stories Ed. James Finn Garner.  

Selections from Naithani, Sadhana. In Quest of Indian Folktales. Hyderabad: Orient Blackswan, 
2009.  



Selections from Nair, Anita. The Puffin Book of Magical Indian Myths. New Delhi: Penguin Books 
India, 2007. 

Module III: Fiction/Films 

J J.K. Rowling Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone  

Roald Dahl Charlie and the Chocolate Factory  

Ruskin Bond The Blue Umbrella   

Priya A.S.  Ammem Kunjunnim Kunjunnim Ammem 

Salman Rushdie         Haroun and the Sea of Stories  

Cynthia Leitich Smith  Rain Is Not My Indian Name  

K Sreekumar  Kunjuttan 

Anita Nair  A for Aana 

Andrew Stanton dir. Finding Nemo  

Byron Howard & Chris Williams dir. Bolt 

Carlos Saldanha & Mike Thurmeier dir. Ice Age III 

Brad Bird & Jan Pinkava dir. Ratatouille  

Eric Darnell & Tom McGrath dir. Madagascar: Escape 2 Africa  

Mohan Raghavan dir. T. D. Dasan Std. VI B  

Santosh Sivan dir. Tahaan  

Aamir Khan dir. Taare Zameen Par 

 

Module IV Theory  

Vladimir Propp. “Morphology of the Folktale” from The Novel: An  

  Anthology of Criticism and Theory 1900-2000. Ed. Dorothy J Hale 

Jack Zipes. “Who’s afraid of the Brothers Grimm? Socialization and Politicization through Fairy 
Tales” from Fairy Tales and the Art of Subversion by Jack Zipes. 

Emer O'Sullivan.  “Comparative Children's Literature” from International Companion  

Encyclopedia of  Children’s Literature Ed. Peter Hunt  

Schismita Banerjee. “Contemporary Children’s Literature in India: New Trajectories” 

Bruno Bettelheim. “Hansel and Gretel” from The Classic Fairy Tales. Ed. Maria Tatar 

Sandra M Gilbert & Susan Gubar. “Snow White and her Wicked Stepmother” from The Classic 
Fairy Tales. Ed. Maria Tatar 

Peter Hunt. "How Not to Read a Children's Book"  

Perry Nodelman & Mavis Reimer.  “Children's Literature as a Genre” from The Pleasures of 
Children's Literature  

Ian Wojcik-Andrews. “Introduction: What Is a Children's Film?” from Children’s Films: 

 History, Ideology, Pedagogy, Theory 



Zohar Shavit. “The Concept of Childhood and Children’s Folktales: Test Case – ‘Little Riding   
Hood’” from Classic Fairy Tales. Ed. Maria Tatar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


