


















 

LEC 5007 Diaspora Literature 

Course Description  
The course examines the diasporic conditions like feelings of homelessness, alienation, the desire 
to reclaim their ideal homeland while revolting against it by analysing the Diasporic writings 
which express their condition of being psychically caught between two locations and this double 
marginalization by both their home culture and their host culture challenges their belonging to 
either location. It helps how writes manage heteroglossia, hybridity and linguistic 
experimentation within the narrative techniques and how by taking up issues of race, ethnicity, 
belonging, otherness (as well as ‘othering’) gender, subalternaiety etc. construct diaspora 
discourses. The course tries to understand how the diaspora forestall their yearning to go back to 
overcome their inability to move out, and their urge for solidarity with homeland by their 
unwillingness to challenge the hostland. As this course is comparative and interdisciplinary in 
nature, it draws on social sciences, history, the arts and humanities. It provides the background 
to the subject area from diverse perspectives and introduces students to a range of key debates in 
the field. 

Module I Theory 

Khachig Toloyan “Nation State and Its others: In Lieu of a Preface” 

William Safran  “Jewish Diaspora in a Comparative and Theoretical Perspective” 

Martin Baumann “Exile” 

Femke Stock  “Home and Memory” 

Peggy Levitt  “Transnationalism” 

Tariq Moddod  “Multicultralism and Citizenship” 

Robin Cohen  “Social Identities and Creolization” 

John Hutnyk  “Hybridity” 

Module II  Poetry  

Alexander, Meena "Art of Pariahs" 

Dabydeen, David "Coolie Odyssey" 

Parameswaran, Uma "This Land Whereon I Stand"  

Parthasarathy, R. "Home Coming" 

Ramanujan, A.K. "Small Scale Reflections on a Great House" 

Darwish, Mahmoud "Identity Card" 

Module III  Fiction 

Ali, Monica:   Brick Lane 

Healey, Alex  Roots 

Kureishi, Hanif:  The Buddha of Suburbia  

Mohsin, Hamid Reluctant Fundamentalist  

Module IV Indian Diaspora 

Naipaul, V.S.  A House for Mr. Biswas  



Benyamin  Goat Days    

Desai, Kiran  Inheritance of loss  

Ghosh, Amitav The Shadow Lines    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


