


















 

LEC 5002 Australian Literature 

This course is aimed at acquainting the students with Australian history, culture and literature. 
Since its days as a British colony, Australia has developed a complex national culture with 
immigrants form many parts of the world as well as an indigenous Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islanders population. The historical experience of convictism, pioneering, the bush, gold fever 
and post-war boom is essentially bound up with perception of the Australian character as 
egalitarian, anti-authoritarian and irreverent towards social pretension.  Excerpts from books on 
Australian history and culture and select poems, novels and plays are included in the syllabus to 
increase an in-depth awareness of Australian history, culture and literature. 

Module I:  Australian History and Culture. 

----“Introduction/ The Australian Aborigines” from The Mardu Aborigines: Living the Dream in   

 Australia’ s Desert,  Ed. Robert Tonkinson, U of  W.A, 1991. 

 “Aborigines, Their Traditions and Customs where did they come from?” by David Unaipon 

 (from Anthology of Australian Aboriginal Literature,Eds. Anitha Heiss and Peter Minter, McGill-   

  Queens’s University Press ,2008)  

Module II: Australian Literature: Poetry: 

Kevin Gilbert    “Me and Jackomari Talking about Land”,  “ People are legends” 

Oodgeroo Noonuccal   “ The Dawn is at Hand 

Lionel Fogarty    “ For I Come – Death in custody “, “ Ecology”, 

Barron Field:    “The kangaroo” 

Henry Lawson:   “The men who come behind 

 CJ Dannis:    “The Traveller”Les Murray:  “Immigrant Voyage 

Fay Zwicky:    “Reckoning” 

Chris Wallace- Crabbe:  “The Shape- Changer” 

Barry Humphries:   “Edna’s Hymn” 

Richard Allen:    “Epitaph for the western intelligentsia” 

Module III:  Fiction 

Sally Morgan-  My Place 

Colleen McCullagh  Thornbirds 

Thomas Keneally- The Playmaker 

Peter Carey-  IIywhacker 

David Malouf-  Remembering Babylon 

Mellissa Lucashenk- Mullumbimby  

Module IV: Drama 

Jack Davis-  No sugar 

David Williamson  The Brilliant Lie 


