


















 

LEC 5001 American Literature 

The course  is aimed at acquainting the students with the texts of various  American writers 
including Native American, African American, Jewish American, Hispanic, Asian American and 
so on vis-à-vis  the literary tradition and the socio cultural context of  America as a  melting pot. 
Selected texts-- speeches, essays, poems , short stories, novels and plays would be  discussed and  
critically  examined so as to   enable the students to understand contemporary  polyphonic 
America , the intersections of race ,gender and ethnicity  with a view to identity areas of possible 
comparison between the texts written by authors belonging to various racial/ethnic groups.  

Module I: Essays/ Speeches/Prose & Short Stories 

Chief Seattle’s 1854 Oration,”  

Booker T Washington,  “Atlanta Speech”  

Cynthia Ozick  “Selections from The Pagan Rabbie and Other Stories 

Amy Tan, Selections from  The joy Luck Club 

Sherman Alexie, The Absolutely True diary of a Part-Time Indian 

Julia Alvarez, How the Gracis Lost Their Accents 

Module II: Poetry 

Gerard Vizener “ Columbus endures” 

Louis Erdrich” Indian Boarding School”  

Robert Frost: “Mending wall” 

Emily Dickinson: “ “I felt a Funeral in my….” 

Langston Hughes , “ Dream Deffered” 

Maya Angelou , “ Phenomenal Woman” 

Anthony Hecht “Selection form The Darkness and the Light 

David Mura , Selections from After We Lost Our Way 

Module III: Fiction 

Hemingway: The Old man and The Sea 

Alice Walker, The Color Purple 

Jumpa Lahiri, The Interpreter of Maladies 

Maxine Hong Kinston, The Woman Warrior 

Khaled Hosseini, The Kite Runner 

Module IV: Drama 

August Wilson, Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom 

Ed Bullins ,  “Clara’s Ole Man” (from Five Plays by Ed Bullins) 

Eugene O’ Neill: The Hairy Ape 

Edward Albee: The Zoo Story 


