
Semester: II  

Elective Course 

2. Course Code & Title:  MPC 50 04 & Minor Research Project  

Credits: 3 

Course Description: 

This course enables the MPH students to hone research skills through conducting a minor research project. Specifically, it also aims to contribute to 

understanding of secondary data analysis, using secondary data sources and methodologies to conduct public health research. This course is relevant to post 

graduate students of public health and allied disciplines. To enroll into the course the students are expected to have a basic understanding of research methods. 

Objectives:  

1) To acquaint the students with the theory and practice of carrying out research project  

2) To orient the students to various types of research (Primary data based, Secondary data based, Published literature based) and how to conduct them.  

3) To enable the students to develop a research proposal and conduct analysis based on a secondary data.  

4) To orient the students about research report writing and publishing.  

Skills developed:  

On successful completion of course the student will be skilled in Secondary data analysis, systematic reviews, content analysis.  
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Overview of Research, Difference between Project and Programme, Types of 

Research 
Bell (2014); 

Research Based on Primary Data Hox and Boieji (2005); Bell (2014) 

Research Based on Secondary Data 

- Secondary Analysis of Quantitative data 

 



 Bibb (2007); Miharshai et al (2010); 

 

- Secondary Analysis of Qualitative data (Thematic Analysis and Content 

Analysis) 

Heaton (1998), available at 

http://sru.soc.surrey.ac.uk/SRU22.html. 

Hinds, Vogals and Steffen (1997); Irwin 

(2013); Haeton (2008) 

 

Research Based on Published Literature 

- Reviews 

a) Narrative Reviews 

b) Systematic Reviews 

c) Meta Analysis 

 

Wolf (2015); Julious (2013); Castro and Zarate 

(2014) 

Critical Appraisal of Scientific Literature 
Docherty (1999); Loney et al (1998); du Prel et 

al (2009) 
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l Developing a Research Proposal for 

 

a) Quantitative Studies (Descriptive, Analytical and Experimental Studies) 

b) Qualitative Studies 

c) mixed methods and multi-methods approaches 

d) systematic reviews 

 

 

Bell (2014); Bryman (2016) 
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a) Writing Public Health Research 

i) Writing an Abstract (structured and unstructured) 

ii) General considerations for report writing in public health (structure, 

language, tense etc.,) 

 

Halsted (undated) 

http://sru.soc.surrey.ac.uk/SRU22.html


iii) Reporting the tables, figures and statistical results http://abacus.bates.edu/~ganderso/biology/reso

urces/writing/HTWtoc.html 

b) Reporting methods used in public health research (CONSORT; SRQR; 

COREQ; STROBE; PRISMA; MOOSE) 

 

Stroup, Smith and Truman (2017) 

c) Writing a research article 

 

 

Perneger and Hudelson (2004); Lang (2017); 

http://abacus.bates.edu/~ganderso/biology/reso

urces/writing/HTWgeneral.html 

d) Recognizing and avoiding plagiarism (Academic Honesty; Types of 

plagiarism; documentation, citation and reference; documenting sources to 

avoid plagiarism). 

http://abacus.bates.edu/cbb/quiz/intro/integrity.

html 

http://plagiarism.arts.cornell.edu/tutorial/index.

cfm 
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