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Course description 

This paper examines the role that international law and legal institutions play in 
international relations. The paper begins by exploring broad theoretical questions 
as why states create international law and international legal institutions; and the 
conditions under which states are likely to comply with the rules set out by 
international law. 

Course Outcomes 

 Learning this course will help the students to conduct legal research using 
primary and secondary material to resolve practical and theoretical 
problems. 

 An understanding of this paper will empower the student community to 
place a principled and ethical argument in issues pertinent to human rights, 
refugees, environment, conventional as well as a non-conventional arms 
race, etc. 

 Learning this course will equip students to apply for internships in various 
research institutes and placement opportunities in various NGOs. 

Unit I: International Law – concept, nature, development and significance; sources and 
Evidence of International Law; International legal principles – equality, treaty 
obligation, and nationality; Relation Between National and International 
Law/Municipal Law. 

Unit II: Subjects of International Law 

a. International Organizations: Legal Definition, Rights and Duties under 
International Law; Other International Actors: Non-State Actors and International 
Regulations of their Activities 
b. State: Essentials of Statehood; Rights and duties of the state 
c. Individuals: Right to Self Determination, Citizenship, Nationality, Statelessness 
and Extradition 

Unit III: International Agreements/Law of Treaties - General Principles, Interpretation 
of Treaties, Breach and Enforcement 

Unit IV: Peaceful Settlement of Disputes 

Unit V: Laws of Peace 



a. Laws of the Sea 
b. Laws of the Air Space and Outer Space 
c. The Environment 
d. Human Rights 
e. Refugee Rights 
f. International Humanitarian Law 

Unit VI: Laws of Force 

a. Collective Security 
b. Laws of war 
c. Arms Control and Disarmament 
d. International Criminal Law – War Crimes and Terrorism 
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