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Course Structure and credit allocation 
 

Basic courses of Ph.D. in Social Work include: 
 
 

Code Title Credits 

Course 1 Social Work Research 6 

Course 2  

Contemporary Social Work 
6 

Course 3 
Course on the specific research proposal 

6 

Total 18 

The aim of these papers is to get a thorough understanding of the theoretical and methodological 

aspects related to the specific area of the research. Based on these papers, the researcher can 

sharpen and polish his/her knowledge and skills in that specific area of research. During the 

Course Work the research scholars will be enabled towards specific area of research. 

 

All other matters not referred to specifically in these regulations shall be governed as per the 

regulations of the University as revised from time to time. 

 

III. SCHEME OF EXAMINATION 
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 6 Social Work Research 2.5 60 40 100 

 6 Contemporary Social Work 2.5 60 40 100 

 
6  

Course on the specific research proposal 

2.5 60 40 100 

   

Total 
7.5 180 120 300 

 

  



SYLLABUS - Ph.D. Semester - I 

PHDSW101: SOCIAL WORK 

RESEARCH 
 

Unit I Social Science Research 
Scientific Method 

Use of Scientific Method in Social Science Research. 

Approaches to Social Science Research: Quantitative, Qualitative and Integrated. Concepts, 

Constructs, Variables, Hypothesis, Cause and Effect Relationship. 

Review of Literature Levels of Measurement, 

Theory Construction - Meaning, Inductive and Deductive Methods. Ethics in Social Work 

Research 

 

Unit -II: Research Design 
Research Designs; Survey Research Designs; Exploratory, Descriptive, Explanatory and 

Experimental Research Designs 

Action Research Evaluation Research 

 

Unit III: Sampling and Data Collection 

Universe, Population, Sample unit 

Sampling Design- Probability and non-probability and types of sampling Determination of 

Sample Size 

Methods of Data Collection Tools of Data Collection Reliability and Validity 

 

Unit IV: Quantitative Research 

Data Processing and Analysis: Types of Data, Data Processing: Editing, Coding Data Analysis : 

Univariate, Bivariate and Multivariate Data Analysis Parametric and Non-parametric tests 

Software for Social Research Analysis 

 

Unit V: Qualitative Research 

Theoretical Perspectives and Approaches in Qualitative Research Qualitative Methods and Tools 
of Data Collection 

Analyzing Qualitative Data: Coding, Content analysis. 
 

BOOKS RECOMMENDED 
 

 Alston, M. Bocoles, W. (Indian Edition 2003) Research for Social Workers-An Introduction 

to Methods, Jaipur : Rawat 

 Andrews, Richard (South Asia edition 2005) : Research Questions, London: Continuum 

Bailey, K.D. 1978. Methods of Social Research, The Free Press: NY 

 Bailey, Kenneth D. (1978) Methods of Social Research, New York : Mcneil Pub. 

 Baker, Therese L. (1994) Doing Social Research, Singapore : McGraw Hill 

 Black, James A & Champion, Dean J. (1976) Methods and Issues in Social Research, New 

York :John Wiley 



 Brayman, 2005. Research Methods, Oxford University Press, New Delhi 

 Costello, Patrick (S. Asia Edition 2005) Action Research, London: Continuum  

 Denscombe, Martyn. 2003. The Good Research Guide for Small Scale Research 

Projects,Denzin NK., Lincoln YS, 2005, The Sage Handbook of Qualitative Research, Third 

Edition, Sage  Publication,  New Delhi. 

 Galtung, J. 1967. Theory and Methods of Social Research, George Allen & Unwin Ltd.: 

London Gillham, Bill (2000) Case Study Research Methods, London: Continuum 

 Gillham, Bill (2000) The Research Interview, London: Continuum 

 Goode, W.J., Hatt, P.K. (1981) Methods in Social Research, Singapore: McGraw Hill Goode, 

WJ, Hatt, PK, 1952, Methods in Social Research, Mc Grow Hills, New York Gregory, Ian 

(South Asia edition 2005) Ethics in Research, London : Continuum 

 Grinell, Richard M. (Jr.) (1988) Social Work Research and Evaluation, Illinois F. E. Peacock 

Pub. Inc. Gupta, SP, 1976, Statistical methods, Sultan Chand & Sons, New Delhi 

 Jacob, K. K. (1965) Methods & Fields of Social Work in India, Bombay: Asia Publishing 

Kelinger FN, 2008. Foundation of Behavioural Research. Surjeet Publication, Delhi. 

 Kidder, Louise H. (1981) Research Methods in Social Relations, New York : CBS College 

into Holt Rinelart & Winston 

 Laldas, D. K. (2000) Practice of Social Research, Jaipur: Rawat Publications 

 Lal Das, D. K. . 2005. Designs of Social Research : Jaipur : Rawat Publications  

 Lal Das, D. K. . 2012. Approaches to Social Science Research : Lucknow : NRBC Lin,  

 Nan (1976) Foundations of Social Research, Singapore: McGraw Hill 

 Matt, H., Weinstein, M. & N. Foard. 2006. Social Research, Vistaar Publications: New Delhi 

 Mikkelsen, Britha (2005) Methods for Development Work and Research- A New Guide for 

Practitioners, New Delhi : Sage 

 Mukherjee, Partha Nath. 2000. Methodology in social research: Dilemmas and 

perspectives:Essays in honour of Ramakrishna Mukherjee. New Delhi:Sage 

 Nachmias D. & Nachmais C. (1981) Research Methods in Social Sciences, New York l: St. 

Martins Press Polansky, N. A. (Ed) (1960) Social Work Research, USA: Univ. of Chicago 

 Ramachandran, P. (1993) Survey Research for Social Work- A Primer, Bombay: Institute for 

Community Organisation Research 

 Ramchandran P. (1987) Research in Social Work in A. B. Bose eds. Encyclopaedia of Social 

Work in India, New Delhi, Government of India 

 Ramchandran, P. (1968) Social Work Research and Statistics, Bombay : Allied Publishers  

 Ravilochanan, P. 2003. Research Methodology, Margham Publications 

 Rubin, Allen & Babbie Earl (4th Ed. 2001) Research Methods for Social Work, USA : 

Wadsworth, West, Brooks/Cole and Schirmer 

 Sarantakos, Sotirios (2005) Social Research, New York : Palgrave Macmillan 

 Saravanavel. P. 2003. Research Methodology, Margham Publishers, Chennai, Viva Books 

Pvt. Ltd. Lal Das, D.K. , 2000, Practice of Social Research : Social Work Perspective, Jaipur 

:Rawat Publications. 

 Nachmias D and Nachmias C., 1981,Research Methods in the Social Sciences, NewYork:St. 

Martins press. Philip, A.E. et. al., 1975, Social Work Research and The Analysis of Social 

Data, Oxford: Paragon Press. 

 Rubin,   Allen   and   Babbie E.,  1989, Research Methodology for Social Work, 

Belmont,California, Wadsworth. 

 Sanders, D.H. et. al., 1975, Statistics - A Fresh Approach, New Delhi: McGraw Hill. 



 Anfara, Vincent & Mertz Norma T. (2006).  Theoretical Frameworks in Qualitative

 Creswell, John W. (2007). Qualitative Inquiry and Research Design: Choosing 

Among Five Approaches. SAGE Publication 

 Elliott, Jane (2005). Using Narrative in Social Research: Qualitative and 

Quantitative Approaches. SAGE Publication. 

 Grbich, Carol (2006). Qualitative Data Analysis: An Introduction. SAGE Publication  

 Salkind, N.J. (2006). Exploring Research (Sixth Edition) NJ: Pearson Prentice Hall. 
 Willis, Jerry W. (2007). Foundations of Qualitative Research: Interpretive and 

Critical Approaches. SAGE Publication 
 Shulman, Lee S. (1988). Disciplines of inquiry in education: An overview. In 

Richard M. Jaeger (Ed.). Complementary methods for research in education. pp. 
3-17. Washington, DC: American Educational Research Association 

 Goetz, Judith P. and Lecompte, Margaret D. (1984). "Assessing ethnographic 
design," in Authors, Ethnographic and Qualitative Design in Educational 
Research,pp. 233-245. San Diego, CA: Academic Press, Inc. 

 Becker, Howard S. (1990). Generalizing from case studies. In Eliot W. Eisner & 
Alan Peshkin (Eds.), Qualitative inquiry in education: The continuing debate, pp. 
233-242. New York: Teachers College Press. 
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