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Scope of the conference
The conference under the theme “Pollinators for food security” intends to bring together

students, scholars, conservation professionals, local community, industry, primarily apiculture

industry, and grass-root practitioners to a) explore current advances in plant-pollinator studies,

b) evaluate the pollinators’ service to sustainable food production, c) identify gaps in Indian

pollinator and pollination studies, and d) highlight the role India has in managing pollinators

and securing global food security. It is also intended to give the younger generation an

opportunity to exchange ideas with the Indian leaders in pollinator and pollination studies and

to train them in responsible apiculture and meliponiculture as an alternate and additional

income source.

Key topics
1. Pollinator diversity and distribution

2. Long-term monitoring of pollinators, pollination, and honey production

3. Pollinator toxicology

4. Brain and Behaviour of bees

5. Plant-Pollinator network

6. Ecosystem service assessment and food production systems

7. Pollinator ecology, evolution, and genomics

8. Apiculture and meliponiculture

9. Plant breeding

10. Insects as food and feed

Key dates
December 1, 2024    : Deadline for abstract submission 
December 10, 2024 : Notification of abstract acceptance
December 15, 2024 : Deadline for registration



Central University of Kerala 
The Central University of Kerala, Kasaragod, came into being in 2009 under the Central Universities Act
2009 (Parliament Act No. 25 of 2009). The University is founded on the noble vision of a 'Caring Wisdom.'
It is guided by the lofty ideals of academic and social commitment, moral steadfastness, and intellectual
and spiritual enlightenment, as reflected in the vision statement. The University opened its academic
portals in October 2009 at Nayanmarmoola (Vidyanagar) in Kasaragod town. From this humble
beginning, the University has grown into an institution offering twenty-seven postgraduate and twenty-
two research programmes with a total enrolment of around 2500 students. The campus of the University,
known as Thejaswini Hills, is located at Periye, Kasaragod, on 310 acres of land. In addition to
headquarters located at Periye, the University has a Law department at Thiruvalla in Pathanamthitta, and
a BA programme in International Relations is offered at Trivandrum. Prof. Jancy James was CUK's first
Vice-Chancellor (2009-2014). She was followed by Prof. G. Gopakumar (2014-2020) and Prof. H.
Venkateshwarlu (2022-2023).  Prof. Vincent Mathew is the current Vice-Chancellor (i/c).
For more information visit (https://www.cukerala.ac.in/)

Department of Zoology 
The Department of Zoology was established in 2010 at Riverside Transit Campus, Padannakkad. The

department offers M.Sc. and Ph.D. in Zoology with a strong curriculum designed to provide the

experience, skills, and exposure in areas that range from basic conceptual frameworks to the most

advanced areas of biological sciences. Deep engagement in research by faculty in entomology, ecology,

biodiversity, aquatic pathobiology, herpetology, toxicology, immunology, physiology, molecular biology,

and endocrinology is a core strength of the department. Convergence of the expertise and research

strengths of the faculty ensures that the academic programme provides the students and researchers with

profound insights and adequate skills, besides inculcating a culture of innovation and inclusive

development. In 2024 the DST awarded a FIST grant to the department. 
For more information visit (https://schools.cukerala.ac.in/Dept/Dept_Zoology).

Ecology Lab
Ecology labs nestled in Central University of Kerala, is concerned about ecological interactions that we see

in nature including the human-nature interactions. Our expertise are ecology, particularly terrestrial

ecology; biodiversity, particularly insects; ecosystem services, particularly pollination service; and

cultural sites, particularly sacred groves. Our project sites are primarily human-influenced parts of the

Western Ghats, Central Himalayas biodiversity hotspots and the villages around Kanha National Park, MP.

The lab is associated to InPollin – an initiative of Indian Pollinator Biologists.

For more information visit (https://ecologylabs.wordpress.com/)
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Submission of Abstracts
Abstracts are invited for one of the following categories: oral and poster presentations. The category in
which the contributions are made has to be indicated in the registration form. Acceptance of the
submissions for presentation will be communicated to the authors. 

Guidelines for the Abstract Submission
The abstract must be written in English.
Title: Font Times New Roman, 14, Bold.
Authors: Font Times New Roman, 12, Bold. The name of the presenting author should be underlined.
Text: The abstract (Times New Roman, Font 12, regular) should be concise and have an accurate
summary, a maximum of 250 words. Using abbreviations should be avoided, and the references should
not be cited in the abstract. The abstract must state the purpose of the study, details of the participants,
measurements, methods, main findings, and conclusion.
Key words: 5-6. Highlights: 4 bullet points (each <100 characters).
Abstracts should be submitted online in Microsoft Word format. (https://forms.gle/iNeBc41xmHHc8hn89)
The last date for the submission of the abstract is December 1, 2024

Best Oral / Poster Presentation Awards
Researchers of age below 35 years are eligible to participate in the oral presentation competition. There is

no age limit for poster presentations. The abstract may have multiple authors, but only the presenting

author will be allowed for the competition. Only selected abstracts will be allowed for oral/poster

presentations. Candidates will be given 7 minutes for their presentation, followed by 3 minutes of

discussion/queries.  Posters will be fit into poster boards with portrait orientation size 3 ft (length) X 3.5ft

(height). Please do not increase the size or change the orientation of the poster. Please use appropriate

font sizes so that the poster is visible from a 1-meter distance. Best two presentations will be awarded

prizes and certificate.

Registration and Accommodation
Registration must be completed before December 15, 2024 (https://forms.gle/3b1kpYB9sKM8KTem9)
Scholars/Students, who have opted for dormitory accommodation may be accommodated in the university
guest house dormitory with a nominal charge of  ₹300 per day per person on the first come first serve
basis.
Other participants may be accommodated in the University guest house at the rate of ₹500 per day subject
to the availability of the rooms.
Participants can also book their accommodation in hotels in Periye/ Kanhangad/ Nileshwaram. Assistance
may be given to book reservation.

Contact details
pollinator24@gmail.com / sinu@cukerala.ac.in

Dr. P.A. Sinu 8547887834 

Thomas Jose 9496653139 

Hariraveendra 9496496250

Abstract submission Registration and
Accommodation

https://forms.gle/iNeBc41xmHHc8hn89
https://forms.gle/3b1kpYB9sKM8KTem9
mailto:sinu@cukerala.ac.in


Weather
 During January, the weather is warm (22°C-32°C) in Kasaragod. 

How to reach

Nearest Airports

Mangalore (IXE) (82 km), Kannur (CNN) (97 km)

Nearest Bus Terminals

Periye (2km), Kanhangad (9 km), Kasaragod (23 km).

Nearest Railway Stations

Kanhangad (KZE) (10 km), Kasaragod (KGQ) (24 km). 

Tourist Attraction
Kasaragod is the northernmost district of Kerala which is famous for its linguistic culture and is also
known as "Sapthabhasha Sangamabhoomi," as seven major languages are spoken here. It is also home to
some exquisite folk arts and rituals of Kerala. 
The 300-year-old Bekal Fort (8.4 km) is one of the main attractions of Kasaragod. Other important places to
visit are Ranipuram Peak (43 km), Valiyaparamba backwaters and houseboat (47 km), Kareem forest park
(29 km), Bekal beach park(8.6 km), Swami Nithyananda Ashram (12 km), Ananda Ashram (11 km),
Ananthapura Lake Temple (31 km), Madhur Temple (26 km), Malik Deenar Mosque (25 km), Malla
Durgaparameshwari temple (24km) and Parassinikkadavu Snake Park (71 km).

Bekal Fort

Ranipuram Valiyaparamba Backwaters

University Location


